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This technical memorandum presents the results of a 2019 cultural resources assessment and 2021 
update for the Mill Pond Dam Removal and Traphole Brook Restoration Project (the Project) in 
Norwood, Massachusetts (Figure 1). The Project is being undertaken by a partnership consisting of 
the Neponset River Watershed Association (NepRWA), the Town of Norwood, and the MA Division 
of Ecological Restoration (DER) and requires review and compliance with Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 9, sections 26-27c for cultural resources.  

In May 2019 PAL was contracted by Inter-Fluve on behalf of DER to prepare a stand-alone cultural 
resources assessment report defining an APE and drawing on archived information and field data 
collection as appropriate for the likely impacts from preliminary (40%) designs for removal of the 
Mill Pond Dam and restoration of the brook channel. In March 2021 PAL was contracted by DER to 
review the 75% design plans (dated June 30, 2020) and update the 2019 cultural resources assessment 
to reflect any changes in Project design since the 40% plans.  

DER’s request for the updated cultural resources assessment is in response to comments received 
from the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) on December 4, 2020 regarding their review 
of the Project Notification Form (PNF) submitted by DER on November 12, 2020. Since that time, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has been identified as the lead federal agency for the 
Project and will assist the Project partners in complying with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (36 CFR 800).  

Project Description 

In 2018 the NepRWA applied successfully to DER for Priority Project status for a project to remove 
the Mill Pond Dam and restore riverine ecological functions. Removal of the Mill Pond Dam will 
restore connectivity for wild eastern brook trout, brown trout, and other species moving through 
Traphole Brook. Traphole Brook originates in a large wetland complex and follows a course through 
a moderately-developed landscape to the confluence with the Neponset River. The earthen and 
masonry dam structure is considered non-jurisdictional by the MA Office of Dam Safety as a Low 
Hazard dam and is currently privately owned (12 Mill Pond Lane). Portions of the pond and 
associated woodlands and wetlands on the north side (river left) of Traphole Brook are within 
William Pezwick Park on Sumner Street. The 3.5-acre Town-owned Park encompasses the river left 
side of the impoundment and downstream reach. The river right (south) side consists of private home 
lots on Sumner Street, Coach Lane, and Mill Pond Lane. The earthen dam has a masonry spillway at 
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river right; however, the earthen portion of the structure has partially breached on the river left end 
where an artificial bypass channel has naturally formed. 

The 40% design for the Project (dated October 25, 2019) identified temporary construction access on 
the north side of the pond from Sumner Street where temporary staging will be located within and 
adjacent to the existing park entrance and parking area. The proposed construction access follows 
within an existing municipal sewer easement and road to a second (east) staging area just below (east 
of) the existing bypass channel and the dam structure. There is no proposed access or staging on the 
south side of the pond and dam, although the dam removal limit of work encompasses a small upland 
area on river right that is on the 12 Mill Pond Lane property. The Project proposes to remove the 
entire earthen berm portion of the dam and the masonry spillway structure, and the excavated material 
will be used to fill in the bypass channel. A stabilized swale will likely be added on the north side of 
the pond to convey stormwater from a pipe under the sewer easement road to the newly constructed 
brook channel. Accumulated sediment in the pond upstream of the dam will be used to construct the 
new brook channel.    

The 75% design for the Project (dated June 30, 2020) is essentially the same as the 40% design except 
that the proposed second (east) staging area below (east of) the existing bypass channel and the dam 
structure has been shifted to the west on the upstream side of the bypass channel and dam structure. 
The revised limit of work/disturbance terminates just downstream of the bypass channel and dam 
structure. Trees salvaged from the north side of the pond in and around the proposed second staging 
area will be removed with their rootwads and placed along the proposed riffle pools of the new brook 
channel. Also, the stabilized swale proposed on the north side of the pond to convey stormwater from 
a pipe under the sewer easement road to the newly constructed brook channel has been eliminated.  

Methodology 

The goal of the cultural resources assessment was to provide the baseline information needed for the 
project partners to determine the types of historic and archaeological resources that may be present 
in the Project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE); their cultural context, potential significance, and 
current National Register status; and the potential for impacts to significant resources in accordance 
with the proposed project design objectives.  

The assessment methodology consisted of research and site visits to understand previous and existing 
conditions at the dam site, upstream and downstream reaches of the brook and pond shorelines, and 
adjacent building and land areas. The information collected during the research and site visits were 
used to make recommendations for establishing the Project’s APE. 

Research 

PAL reviewed historical research and relevant site information generated to date for the Project and 
provided by the DER and Inter-Fluve team. The review of the DER historical materials was 
conducted to familiarize PAL staff with the history, design, method of construction, and significance 
of historic properties in the project area and their relationship to the proposed feasibility study. 
Archaeological and historic site files including National Register of Historic Places (National 
Register) nomination forms, archaeological site files, and the State Register of Historic Places 
available through MACRIS (and the confidential archaeological site files not available through 
MACRIS) were reviewed for relevant information regarding the Mill Pond Dam or other National 
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Register-listed or eligible properties and archaeological sites. Town histories and historical maps 
were reviewed for information relating to past industrial and other land uses in and adjacent to the 
dam site. The cultural resources assessment also considered the potential for Native American 
archaeological deposits to be present in the Traphole Brook drainage, a tributary of the Neponset 
River.  

Fieldwork 

In October 2019 a PAL archaeologist and architectural historian conducted a site visit of the Project 
area including both shorelines of Traphole Brook upstream and downstream of the dam. The site visit 
included an inspection of the dam and any nearby buildings or foundation remains, and examination 
of existing conditions surrounding the upstream and downstream shorelines and settings that include 
proposed temporary construction access and staging areas for the dam removal project. Notes on the 
appearance of the dam site, and the existing conditions of the immediate upstream and downstream 
banks and impoundment, and surrounding viewsheds were recorded and digital photographs were 
taken. The team also verified the location of previously recorded historic architectural properties in 
the vicinity of the Project area and took general photographs showing the nature and extent of those 
and other potentially significant properties. 

In March 2021 the PAL senior archaeologist re-visited the Project area to review the 75% design 
changes with DER staff, specifically the relocated second (east) staging area on the north side of the 
pond. Notes on the existing conditions of this area were recorded on project plans and digital 
photographs were taken.   

Environmental Setting 

Mill Pond Dam is on Traphole Brook just below (east of) Sumner Street, but the brook originates 
about 4,000 feet (ft) to the west in an unnamed wetlands on the east side of Pleasant Street. The brook 
flows in an easterly-northeasterly direction through a large wetlands area downstream of the dam to 
its confluence with the Neponset River approximately one mile east of the dam. The approximately 
40,600 square foot pond or impoundment is approximately 450 feet (ft) in length between the dam 
and Sumner Street and is substantially filled in with sediment to the point that there is very little 
actual “pond” but rather mostly marsh. The Project’s 40% and 75% design limit of disturbance (LOD) 
around the pond shoreline and including the dam, bypass channel, and downstream reach contains 
poorly drained Ridgebury fine sandy loam (extremely stony) having 3 to 8 percent slopes and typical 
of drainageways and depressions. The upland area adjacent to Sumner Street including the town park 
parking area and another small upland terrace downstream of the bypass channel contain moderately 
well-drained Woodbridge fine sandy loam having 3 to 8 percent slopes (USDA-NRCS 2019).  

Cultural Context 

The Neponset River drainage is a zone of concentrated natural resources that was intensively utilized 
by pre-contact Native American populations over at least 10,000 years from the PaleoIndian to Late 
Woodland periods. Large, multicomponent base camp sites with long records of occupation (8,000 
years) were located in close proximity to the extensive marsh and wooded wetland environments 
along the Neponset River or on the larger ponds (Reservoir and Ponkapoag ponds). Most of these 
sites contain evidence of periodic, perhaps seasonal, use from the Middle Archaic (8000-5000 B.P.) 
to Late Woodland (1000 to 450 B.P.) periods. Known precontact sites are clustered along the margins 
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of the extensive Neponset River floodplain (MHC 1982; Ritchie 1983:13; Ritchie and Feighner 
1990).  
 
Studies of early sites in New England led to the development of a model correlating PaleoIndian 
(12,500 to 10,000 B.P.) and Early Archaic Period (10,000 to 8000 B.P.) settlement with natural 
resources in and around glacial lake basins (Nicholas 1988). The configuration of glacial lake 
Norwood in the Neponset drainage is uncertain. It has been described both as a single large body of 
water and as a series of small lakelets (Chute 1969). Some large wetlands such as Fowl Meadow in 
Canton may be remnant features of the glacial lake or lakelets where PaleoIndian and Early Archaic 
settlement was concentrated. Information from the Neponset Site in Canton indicates that 
PaleoIndian groups established a small base camp in the Neponset River drainage sometime around 
9,000 to 10,000 years ago. The diversified tool assemblage of bifaces, fluted points and preforms, 
unifacial sidescrapers and retouched and channel flakes (Carty and Spiess 1992; Ritchie 1994) 
suggests that a range of activities were carried out at this site including manufacture of hunting 
equipment (fluted points) and probably the processing of raw materials. Another possible PaleoIndian 
component in the Canton area is represented by an isolated Eden-like projectile point recovered from 
the Ponkapoag Pond Site (19-NF-39) located on the grounds of Camp Dorchester, north of the 
Ponkapoag Golf Course. Early Archaic Period bifurcate-base projectile points were recorded at the 
multicomponent Ponkapoag and Green Hill sites in Canton by avocational archaeologists. The 
presence of these projectile points suggests that not only was the area occupied during this period, 
but both lacustrine (Ponkapoag Pond) and riverine (Neponset River) resources were being exploited.  
 
The location and density of Middle Archaic Period (8000-5000 B.P.) occupations in the middle 
Neponset River drainage have been interpreted by archaeologists as evidence for precontact Native 
American adaptation to specific group territories. Large Middle Archaic occupations have been found 
near riverine wetlands and stream drainages bordering the Neponset River at the Bird School and 
Oak Terrace sites in Norwood. Settlement activities and resource collection appear to have occurred 
within general territories roughly defined by major river drainages such as the Neponset and Charles 
(Dincauze 1974). Both the Green Hill and Ponkapoag sites contained artifacts and debitage of 
Braintree Slate obtained at nearby quarries in the Blue Hills. At the Ponkapoag Site, there were more 
than 300 preforms for semilunar knives (ulus) of this material (Ritchie and Feighner 1990).  The 
Green Hill Site contained both preforms and finished ground-stone tools, axes, and gouges of 
Braintree slate (Martin 1977; Rosser et al. 1980). These large base camps were located along 
relatively significant bodies of water, Green Hill along the Neponset River and Ponkapoag on the 
banks of the pond of the same name.    
 
The margins of Fowl Meadow contained Late Archaic Period (5000-3000 B.P.) sites that were 
frequently used based on the high frequency of hearth/fire pit or refuse pit features and discarded 
tools within them. Occupation of the Green Hill and Ponkapoag sites probably reached a peak of 
intensity during the Late Archaic Period.  Small Stemmed points are present on many sites in the 
Neponset drainage but not nearly in the same quantities as on sites in southeastern Massachusetts 
(Doucette and Cross 1997).  Excavations at the Meadowlands Site in Canton revealed Squibnocket 
Triangle and Small Stemmed projectile points in association with features such as hearths or pits 
containing burnt rock or oxidized soils (Ritchie 1983). Late Archaic groups exploited lithic resources 
available in the Blue Hills and other surrounding areas including quarry locations for rhyolite, and 
Braintree Slate (Chute 1969; Macpherson and Ritchie 1997; Naylor and Sayer 1976). A portion of 
the Neponset/Wamsutta Site in Canton seems to have been the location of sporadic, probably short-
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term occupations between 5000 and 4000 years ago. A radiocarbon date of 4,410 ± 100 years B.P. 
from a feature in the northern section of the site may relate to a Laurentian Tradition occupation 
during this period.  Use of this northern area increased in frequency after 4000 B.P. based on the 
frequencies of Squibnocket Triangle and small stemmed projectile points found in excavations by 
avocational archaeologists (Ritchie 1987).  
 
Transitional Archaic Period (3600-2500 B.P.) sites and depositions are widespread in the Neponset 
River drainage indicating that a wide variety of environmental settings continued to be exploited in 
inland areas of eastern Massachusetts.  Occupation patterns at the Neponset/Wamsutta Site appear to 
have shifted to sporadic, short-term occupation during this temporal period. Cultural materials from 
it include various types of Small Stemmed and Orient Fishtail projectile points that are typical 
Late/Transitional Archaic tools (Ritchie and Feighner 1990). The Orchard Cove Site in Canton also 
contained both Small Stemmed and Orient Fishtail points, diagnostic artifacts, and radiocarbon dates 
ranging from 3,800 to 2,500 years B.P. (Doucette and Davin 1993).  
 
Settlement patterns shifted toward recently formed estuarine environments during the Early 
Woodland Period (2500 -1600 B.P.) (Dincauze 1974). A pattern of recurring or continued 
occupation of some interior riverine wetland and pond sites from the Late Archaic Period to the Early 
and Middle Woodland is also evident. Several of these sites are located along the Neponset River in 
Milton. Some evidence for continuing use of larger sites in the Early Woodland Period around 2500 
years ago has also been found. For example, the Orchard Cove site near Pequid Brook contained 
hearths, pit features, and activity areas radiocarbon dated to about 2700 to 2500 years ago indicating 
some use of this site during the Early Woodland Period (Doucette and Davin 1993). 
 
Middle Woodland Period (1600–1000 B.P.) components are known from moderate to large sites 
located along the edges of Fowl Meadow in the middle Neponset drainage. Sites in the Neponset 
River drainage in particular show evidence of increasing use of quarries in the Braintree hornfels 
source area in the Blue Hills (Bowman and Zeoli 1978).  Hornfels was quarried from the 
Massachusetts Hill lithic source area and transported over a large section of eastern, southern, and 
central Massachusetts and Rhode Island (Ritchie 1981).  Small Middle Woodland components were 
on a few sites (Oak Terrace, Norwood; Meadowlands, Canton) near the Neponset River wetlands 
intensively used during the Late/Transitional Archaic periods. Two loci within the 
Neponset/Wamsutta Site on the southeast and north sides of Signal Hill yielded bifacial tool blades 
or projectile points of hornfels.  A few small ceramic sherds and a radiocarbon date of 1270 ± 110 
B.P. placed one of these components well within the span of the Middle Woodland Period (Ritchie 
and Feigner 1990). 
 
The locations of Late Woodland Period (1000–450 B.P.) sites indicate that settlement patterns were 
centered around large estuary base camps. There was also intensive utilization of the Boston Harbor 
islands and a greater emphasis on coastal resources (Luedtke 1980). A significant Late Woodland 
component was located on the north slope section of the Signal Hill or Neponset/Wamsutta Site in 
Canton. The density of cultural material (chipped-stone tools, ceramic sherds, debitage) and features 
on this section of the Neponset/Wamsutta Site that can be attributed to the Late Woodland occupation 
indicates that this location was intensively used. This section of the site along the level terraces on 
the west side of Signal Hill could have been an inland base camp within a large group territory 
including the lower Neponset River drainage (Ritchie and Feighner 1990). One model of Late 
Woodland settlement in the Boston area proposed that during this period some large base camps were 
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located at estuary heads and fall-lines along major rivers entering Boston Harbor (Charles, Mystic, 
Neponset). Late Woodland groups may have occupied the site during cold weather months when the 
focus of settlement was away from the Boston Harbor district (Luedtke 1980).   
 
In the Contact Period (450–300 B.P./A.D. 1500–1620), Norwood was within the interior portion of 
lands occupied by the Massachusett, a Native American tribal group with a territory centered on 
Boston harbor and the Neponset, Charles and Mystic river drainages. The Norwood area along with 
neighboring Canton was a core area of the Neponset (Punkapoag) sub-tribe. Trails extending north 
from Narragansett Bay and the Taunton drainage crossed the upper and middle Neponset drainage. 
In the Norwood area Native American trails followed along Washington, Neponset, and Pleasant Streets 
from the Neponset River south to Narragansett Bay. The Neponset River drainage and falls on Traphole 
Brook likely drew pre-contact Native American groups for seasonal fish runs during the Woodland and 
Contact periods (MHC 1980).  Local tradition maintains that the Punkapoag Tribe repeatedly burned the 
Norwood-East Walpole geographic area to provide for “desirable hunting grounds…which resulted in no 
permanent Indian settlements within the confines” of present Norwood and East Walpole (Tolles 1973:1). 
 
During the First Settlement or Plantation Period (1620–1675) Norwood was part of the South Parish 
of Dedham, established as a large land grant to English settlers in 1636 (Barber 1839). There was no 
English settlement, however, in the Norwood portion of the Dedham grant during this period. Native 
American land use continued from the Contact Period and was probably related to the Punkapoag 
Plantation across the Neponset River. Permanent English settlement began in the Colonial Period 
(1675–1775) near the Old Post Road (present Pleasant Street) in what is now South Norwood. Two 
taverns were established along this road, one operated by Henry White in 1688 and the other near 
Neponset Meadows. Settlement in the area was slow, with a meetinghouse not built until 1736 on 
Walpole Street and a schoolhouse erected in 1740 at Garfield and Pleasant streets. Early settlement 
focused on the Neponset River corridor, but gradually shifted to higher ground near the meetinghouse 
and led to the development of a town center. In 1730 about fifty families had permanently settled in 
the town center and scattered farms. By 1765 this number had grown to 431 residents mostly engaged 
in farming and tanning. Saw and grist mills were established on the Neponset River and Howes Brook 
for local consumption (MHC 1980; Tolles 1973).   
 
During the Federal Period (1775–1830) a scattered village formed along Washington Street between 
Granite and Walpole streets containing two stores and one tavern. Tanning continued as a local 
industry including the Winslow Tannery established around 1826 on Endicott Street. This tannery 
continued to operate into the first quarter of the twentieth century (MHC 1980; Tolles 1973). The 
Early Industrial Period (1830–1870) witnessed the arrival of the Norfolk County Railroad built in 
1849 through the village center to Walpole. The construction of this 26-mile rail line helped to 
integrate the Norwood village (still part of the South Parish of Dedham) into the transportation and 
economic systems of the Boston metropolitan area.  The vicinity of Railroad Avenue in the village 
center also became the working class district for Irish immigrants who settled in modest cottages and 
houses along nearby Nahatan Street. The Irish immigrants worked in the local rail-served tanneries 
and other industries including the Draper Iron Foundry and the Talbot Oil Cloth Factory (MHC 1980) 
 
In the Late Industrial Period (1870–1915) the establishment of the Norfolk County Railroad led to 
the construction of several other railroads, including the New York and New England Railroad 
(1874), which built a maintenance area in Norwood to service locomotives (Tolles 1973). With the 
railroad’s ability to transport raw materials and finished products to new markets, several new 
industries were established including the firm of George H. Morrill and Company, manufacturers of 
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ink on Pleasant Street.  By 1884, the firm expanded to a complex of 14 buildings and was one of the 
largest suppliers of ink to the west coast, while still retaining a sizable part of the eastern market 
(Tinker 1884).  Other new enterprises included a factory for producing printed floor coverings, a glue 
factory, and a brass foundry. Other older mills and factories continued to operate, including Ezra 
Morse’s seventeenth century hay and gristmill and the Winslow and Smith Tannery (Tolles 1973).   
 
The shift of the community’s economic basis from agriculture and small-scale industry to one based 
primarily on export-oriented industry encouraged the movement toward legal independence from 
Dedham. The new town was incorporated as Norwood in February 1872. By 1888, much new 
development had taken place in the new town, encouraged by the 100 percent increase in population 
since 1865 (Tolles 1973).  New streets were laid out on an east-west orientation between Washington 
and Walpole streets. A residential neighborhood developed by a local builder, Tyler Taylor, was laid 
out on formerly empty lots between Howard and Nahatan streets.  More new houses were built on 
Walpole, Chapel and the southern section of Washington Street. Industrial growth continued with 
almost no interruption until the 1920s.  New manufacturers in the town included the Plimpton Press, 
Norwood Press, and Holliston Mills, while older industries continued to operate successfully, 
including the Winslow Tannery. 
 
In the Modern Period (1915–present), as early as the first decades of the twentieth century, the 
residential expansion of the town center began to reach the old farms and woodlands of outlying areas 
within the town’s boundaries. South Norwood, near the Walpole town line, began to be developed 
around 1910, and East Norwood in the mid-1920s (Tolles 1973). Both the town’s industrial and 
residential expansion was curbed by economic trouble that began in the 1920s and culminated in the 
1930s during the Great Depression. However, despite the crisis of unemployment and a dependence 
on Federal relief, several positive changes were noted with Norwood.  One of the most important for 
its future development was the construction of the Providence Highway (U.S. Route 1). First 
proposed in 1933, the road was completed in 1937, and became a major commercial zone after World 
War II.  The town joined the Municipal Sewer System in 1933, abandoning the old treatment plant 
built in 1907. Despite these and other public improvements, however, the population declined and 
industrial and residential expansion virtually halted until after World War II. Norwood’s post-war 
economy was again marked by growth and expansion. Population began to rise again between 1940 
and 1945, and between 1945 and 1970 there was a 90 percent increase in permanent residents (Tolles 
1973). New residential districts of single family homes were constructed in former farmlands, mostly 
in the north, west, and eastern parts of town.  Some multiple unit structures were also constructed in 
the 1960s.  Suburban residential development covered most remaining open land by the late 1970s.  
Norwood today is a suburb of Boston. Many of its citizens work in the city, commuting daily by 
means of mass transit or private car. Other residents work in the town’s service and commercial 
sectors, including the cluster of automobile dealerships on Route 1 known as the "Automile."  
 
Site History 
 
In the early 1700s Edward Sumner, one of the early permanent settlers in the South Parish of Dedham 
(present Norwood), acquired 240 acres in the 15th Lot along Traphole Brook near Pigeon Swamp. 
Sumner and his neighbors worked to “gradually establish a modest, but economically self-sufficient 
agricultural community in the area that is South Norwood today” In 1759 Edward sold to his son 
Deacon Nathaniel Sumner (1720–1802) his holdings in Norwood, which likely included Edward’s 
homestead on the road to Sharon (present Sumner Street) (Tolles 1973:2).  
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By the time of his death in 1802, Deacon Sumner’s landholdings appear to have included a fulling 
mill and gristmill on Traphole Brook, east of Sumner Street. Sumner’s sons Nathaniel Sumner Jr. 
(1755–1816) and William Sumner (1757–1820) each inherited a half interest in the mills and 
adjoining property on both sides of Traphole Brook, where they later established farmsteads (Cottrell 
n.d.; Tinker 1884). Deacon Summer’s will mentions the transfer of the mill’s “appurtenances and 
tools for carrying on fulling and dying business” (Cottrell n.d.).  
 
The 1794 map of Dedham depicts Traphole Brook by name but does not indicate the presence of a 
house(s), a mill pond, or any mills on the brook or along Sumner Street (Pond 1794). The 1830 map 
of Dedham depicts Traphole Brook and Sumner and Union Streets, but no houses, mills, or pond 
along the brook or on the east or north sides of the streets (Hales 1830).  
 
In 1820, shortly before he died, William Sumner sold his 8-acre house lot with house, barn, corn 
barn, and other buildings and several other parcels totaling 53.5 acres to Mehitable Draper; there is 
no mention of a mill or mill privilege in this transaction. The house lot is assumed to have been the 
same property that later contained the Joseph Hawes House site at 16 Coach Lane (Cottrell 1992, 
n.d.). In 1821 Mehitable Draper sold the property to Increase Hawes Sr., who deeded it to his son 
Joseph Hawes (1813–1895). In 1870 the Dedham Polls and Estates list Joseph Hawes as owning a 
house, barn, mill building, water wheel, and 1-acre water privilege and his brother Increase Hawes 
Jr. (1815–1897) as owning a portion of this same mill privilege. In 1885 the Norwood Polls and 
Estates list Increase Hawes Jr. as owning a house and barn at the corner of Union and Sumner streets, 
a mill building, land, and the 1-acre mill privilege. In 1905 the Norwood Polls and Estates list his 
heirs as owning the same mill building, land, and 1-acre mill privilege along with the house and barn 
(Cottrell n.d.). 
 
In 1824 Nathaniel Sumner III (son of Nathaniel Jr.) sold his share of his father’s estate including land 
“where there formerly stood a grist mill” to Timothy Hawes of Bolton (his cousin). Timothy Hawes 
married Hannah Ellis and their son Sylvester Hawes inherited the same property containing 65 acres 
along with 1 acre abutting his property abutting the meadow called “Pigeon Swamp” and containing 
“a certain mill privilege…on land formerly belonging to Nathaniel Sumner Esq. and on which there 
formerly stood a grist mill.” This estate is presumed to have adjoined the estate of William Sumner 
and implies that there were two mills that shared the same mill privilege at one time (Cottrell n.d.).    
 
The 1851 map of Dedham depicts the T. Hawes house on the east side of Sumner Street north of 
Traphole Brook and the I. Hawes house (present 16 Coach Lane) on the east side of Sumner Street 
between the brook and Union Street (Walling 1851). The mill pond appears to be on a channel or 
raceway of the brook with the run of river to the north. An unnamed structure (mill) is depicted across 
the channel downstream of Mill Pond and a narrow stretch of raceway (Figure 2). The 1876 map of 
Norwood depicts the same two Hawes houses, which by this time were occupied by S. Hawes on the 
north side of the brook and J. Hawes on the south side; Mill Pond is shown on the same brook raceway 
but there are no mill buildings on the downstream side (Figure 3). The same S. Hawes and J. Hawes 
homes and Mill Pond with no mills are shown on the 1888 town map. The mill pond is smaller and 
further east of Sumner Street and the run of river is shown as the earlier brook channel or raceway 
(Figure 4). 
 
In 1905 William Kingsbury Hawes, son of Increase Hawes Jr, and administrator of Joseph and 
Increase Hawes estates, sold the “mill lot and 8.5 acres” and other abutting land including the Joseph 
Hawes house and barn (16 Coach Lane) to Carlotta Emerson (wife of Dr. Nathaniel Emerson). In 
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1920 Carlotta Emerson sold 84 acres (the Joseph Hawes homestead, mill lot, and more acreage) to 
Eugene Endicott. Dr. Emerson was the founder of Emerson Hospital (Forest Hills-Jamaica Plain) in 
1892 and was later Associate Professor of Surgery and Professor Emeritus of Gynecology at Boston 
University Medical School. During the Emerson’s tenure on the property, Dr, Emerson reportedly 
brought patients here to convalesce and that may have been the reason for several large room 
additions he added to the former Joseph Hawes farmhouse. He also built an icehouse on the site of 
the former grist mill or converted the old mill remains into an icehouse and constructed a refrigerated 
room off the house’s pantry that had a walk-in from the outside. The blocks of ice from the pond 
were sawn cut and poled over to a ramp where a horse pulled the blocks up to the icehouse for storage. 
The icehouse stood at least until 1920 (Cottrell 1992, n.d.).  
 
The mill building depicted on Traphole Brook on the 1851 town map (see Figure 2) also survived 
into the 1920s (Cottrell n.d.). Its water supply was impounded by a second smaller dam about halfway 
between the ice house and the mill building and was delivered through a raceway (or sluiceway) that 
paralleled the south side of the run-of-river channel between the second dam and the mill building. 
The raceway ran beneath the lower story of the west side of the square, multi-story mill building 
where the water wheel would have been located to power the mill’s machinery. The front or main 
door of the mill was wide and opened on the south side toward the lane from Sumner Street and 
pasture. One window was next to the door and another window was above it on the second story. The 
north side of the mill had a door that opened onto a porch over the brook; the west side main level 
had a regular door that opened onto a ridge along the raceway to the dam; and the east side had two 
windows on the main floor. A ladder led from the main level to the upper story and a trap door led 
down to the lower (cellar) portion of the building. Some of the millwork (gears and pulleys) was still 
attached to the ceiling of this lower level. Local accounts indicate that this building may have been 
the Sumner fulling or grist mill, used to manufacture hammer, knife, and axe handles during the mid-
1800s, and later made baskets (Cottrell 1992, n.d.). There is no mention of any historic mill activities 
on Traphole Brook in the Tinker (1884) or Tolles (1973) town histories.    
 
The J. Hawes House at 16 Coach Lane is the only structure and the Mill Pond is the only landscape 
feature east of Sumner Street between Traphole Brook and Union Street visible on historic aerial 
imagery and USGS topographical maps from 1894 to 1966. The house was accessed by a semi-
circular drive off Sumner Street. Between 1966 and 1972 Coach Lane and Mill Pond Lane had been 
laid out and a new residential subdivision constructed on both sides of the streets including ones 
along the south side of Traphole Brook. Infilling of single family homes continued in this area in the 
1970s and 1980s (NETR 1894–2016).  
 
Assessment Results  
 
 Archaeological Resources 
 
There are no recorded pre- or post-contact archaeological sites within or adjacent to the Project area 
and only three sites within a one-mile radius. For context, there are twenty-two recorded pre-contact 
Native American archaeological sites within two miles of the Mill Pond Dam, all located to the west 
and north along the banks of the Neponset River in Walpole. The three sites within a one-mile radius 
consist of two pre-contact and one post-contact (industrial) resources: 19-NF-126, 19-NF-412, and 
NRD-HA-1. Sites 19-NF-126 is within 225 ft of the Neponset River in Norwood near Route 1, 
identified on the basis of circular pit features containing chipped and groundstone tools diagnostic of 
the Late Archaic and Early Woodland periods. Site 19-NF-412 was identified on the basis of eight 
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Woodland and Contact period groundstone mortars collected on a bedrock outcrop near a small bend 
in the Neponset River in Walpole. The other twenty-two recorded pre-contact sites along the 
Neponset River including Bird Pond represent Native American habitation sites dating from the Late 
Archaic through Late Woodland periods (MHC site files). 
 
The one recorded post-contact site, NRD-HA-1, is Morse’s Mill on the Neponset River off 
Washington Street near the Norwood and Walpole town line. A sawmill and forge were established 
at this water privilege as early as 1699 by Ezra Morse and continued in operation until 1895. 
Archaeological remains are described as stone building foundations, water wheel pit, dam remains, 
and raceway channel although the mill pond had been drained and filled in the twentieth century 
(Tritsch 1981).     
 
Mill Pond does not appear on town historical maps until 1851 (see Figure 2) but is documented in 
property records as being associated with the Deacon Nathaniel Sumner grist and fulling mills on 
Traphole Brook in the late 1700s. When the Sumner estate consisting of the mill privilege, home site, 
pasture, and meadows passed to subsequent owners in the 1800s including Joseph Hawes, it is 
unknown if both mills continued in operation and for what purpose(s), although the mill further to 
the south below the Mill Pond Dam appears to have been used for the manufacture of wooden tool 
handles and possibly baskets. By the early 1900s Mill Dam was the site of an icehouse that either 
replaced or was built on the ruins of one of the Sumner mills (see Site History). In the mid-twentieth-
century up to about ten or so years ago, Mill Pond was dredged repeatedly by the town for year-round 
recreational activities (e.g., boating, fishing, swimming, ice hockey, and skating (A. Nikolassy, 
personal communication 2019).  
 
PAL’s 2019 field visit identified the earthen berm and masonry spillway remains of the dam at the 
east end of Mill Pond (see Historic Architectural Resources) but there are no visible remains of the 
documented mill or icehouse on the south side of the dam (Photo 1). The dam spillway and south 
abutment and presumed location of the documented mill/icehouse are in the backyards of two 
residential properties at 8 and 12 Mill Pond Lane that have been recontoured when the houses were 
built between 1957 and 1969; an inground pool was added to the rear of 12 Mill Pond Lane between 
1969 and 1971(NETR) (Photo 2).  
 
The LOD area west (upstream) of the dam on the north and south sides of Mill Pond contains wetland 
soils and marsh vegetation that gently slope into the pond (Photos 3–4). The brook embankments on 
the east (downstream) side of Mill Pond Dam are sloped with exposed disarticulated stones in the 
stony wetland soils (Photo 5). The artificial bypass channel around the north side of the dam contains 
water, disarticulated stones in the stony wetland soils, and discarded concrete fragments (Photo 6). 
This artificial channel is visible on aerial imagery from 1957 to present (NETR), although its origins 
are unknown. 
 
The proposed staging areas and access road are in William Pezwick Park and adjoining town 
conservation lands, which are characterized by open areas, natural woodlands, a municipal sewer 
easement used as a park access road, and the north side of Mill Pond and the artificial bypass channel. 
The 20-ft wide east-west sewer easement was constructed in 1962 and connects to a 20-ft wide drain 
and sewer easement that extends from the rear property line of 12 Mill Pond Lane on the north side 
of Traphole Brook north through the park and private residential properties to Hampden Drive (Town 
of Norwood 2019). The proposed temporary construction road will be within the disturbed sewer 
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easement, which is presently a dirt/gravel surface two-track drive that follows the north side of the 
brook and pond (Photo 7).  
 
The proposed west staging near Sumner Street contains an open area with moderately well-drained 
Woodbridge fine sandy loam on a level terrace adjacent to the brook and adjacent woodlands in low-
lying wetland soils (Photo 8). The open area was reportedly used as a staging area for the construction 
of the sewer easement. A few surface boulders separate the open area from the small off-street 
parking area built for access to William Pezwick Park following town acquisition of this lot in 1976 
(Photo 9) (Fanning 2009).  
 
The originally proposed east staging is on the downstream side of the artificial bypass channel and 
contains undisturbed woodlands that extend into a small area of moderately well-drained Woodbridge 
fine sandy loam on a nearly level terrace adjacent to the brook (Photo 10). This area has now been 
replaced with a proposed staging area on the upstream (west) side of the bypass channel in a slightly 
elevated wooded area between the sewer easement and the pond (Photo 11). The two staging areas 
are separated by a broad, low-lying wetlands that contains an open drainage swale or gully with an 
18-inch stormwater drainage pipe set just below the ground surface between the pond and 
neighboring private properties to the north (Photo 12).    
 
While not in the Project LOD, there are visible stacked fieldstone abutments on both sides of the 
brook about 350 ft east (downstream) of Mill Pond Dam (Photo 13). These stone abutments are likely 
related to the second documented dam that provided water supply to the mill still standing near the 
brook in 1920 (see Site History).  
 

Historic Architectural Resources 
 
The J. Hawes House at 16 Coach Lane is recorded in the MHC Inventory as MHC No. NRD.34 
adjacent to the Project area. The Traphole Brook Mill Pond Dam is the only other aboveground 
resource identified in the Project area during the cultural resources assessment (Figure 5). 
 
The J. Hawes House is a Colonial period house with multiple additions (Photos 14–15). The original 
unit of the house was purportedly built in the mid-eighteenth century. Most of the additions were 
constructed in the early twentieth century. The main block is two and one-half stories tall and has a 
moderately pitched side gable roof with large, shed wall dormers on its front and rear slopes. Several 
two-story gable roof additions with shed wall dormers extend to the east of the main block. A stone 
end, exterior chimney is attached to the west side of the main block and a brick end, interior chimney 
rises above the ridgeline to the west. The entire building is covered with aluminum siding and the 
building sits on a combination of fieldstone, brick, and concrete block foundations. The main entrance 
is on the south (facade) elevation and is set in an arched surround with side lights. The fenestration 
of the building is irregular owing to the multiple additions. The windows have all been replaced with 
modern one-over-one vinyl sash windows. Several modern tripartite bay windows are located on the 
facade and rear elevations.  A one-story, partially enclosed porch is on the rear (north) elevation.  
 
A detached, L-shaped, fieldstone garage and caretaker’s house is south of the main house (Photo 16). 
Constructed about 1920, the garage has a hipped roof and a fieldstone chimney at on its south 
elevation. The building has original paneled and glazed wood doors and original, two-over-two, 
double-hung wood-frame windows. 
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The Hawes House has historical associations that date to the Colonial period (see Site History) but 
was heavily altered in the twentieth century to the point where it no longer is able to convey those 
associations. Because of the extensive alterations to its historic form and the loss of its historic setting 
due to the development of the surrounding subdivision on land that was formerly part of the property, 
the house is not eligible for listing in the National Register.  
 
The Mill Pond Dam is an approximately 100-ft-long earthen berm and masonry structure with a stone 
and concrete spillway (see Photo 1; Photo 17). The dam is on private property at the southeast end of 
Mill Pond abutting town conservation lands associated with William Pezwick Park. The dam consists 
of an approximately 80-ft-long mortared fieldstone and earthen embankment with an approximately 
8-ft-wide spillway and 12-ft fieldstone abutment at river right (south) (Photos 18–19). The crest of 
the embankment consists of an approximately 3-ft-high-by-6-ft-wide mortared fieldstone wall that is 
exposed on the downstream (east) face. The spillway is bounded by the mortared stone wall at river 
left (north) and a mortared fieldstone abutment at river right (south) and consists of a cement 
(parged)-covered stone spillway that falls approximately 4 ft to a plunge pool downstream. The 
abutments have slotted concrete stanchions that allow for the placement of stoplogs to regulate the 
height of the pond. At present, water is drawn either over the spillway or via an approximately 180-
ft bypass channel at river left that contains rough fieldstones and large pieces of broken concrete (see 
Photo 6).  
 
The water privilege at the Mill Pond Dam was the site of milling operations as early as the mid-
eighteenth century. It is possible that the Mill Pond Dam includes material from earlier dam(s) but 
its current appearance dates to the early twentieth century. The dam is not eligible for listing in the 
National Register because it is not an example of a significant dam construction type and due to the 
lack of extant industrial buildings, does not possess significant historical associations to site’s history 
as a mill privilege. The lack of integrity of the J. Hawes House and property and any visible or likely 
intact belowground archaeological remains of the documented Sumner mill at the Mill Pond Dam 
site also precludes the dam’s eligibility as a contributing feature of a significant historic and 
archaeological landscape.  
 
Recommended Area of Potential Affects (APE) and Archaeological Sensitivity 
 
In December 2019 PAL recommended that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for historic and 
archaeological resources corresponds to the limit of disturbance (LOD) as depicted on the 40% plans 
where direct impacts are proposed for the dam removal and brook restoration construction work 
including temporary access and staging areas. PAL continues to recommend that the APE correspond 
to the Project’s LOD, which has been revised in the 75% design to extend only slightly downstream 
of the bypass channel and dam structure since the east construction staging area has been moved to 
the upstream side of the channel (Figures 6a and 6b).  
 
There are no recorded archaeological sites within the recommended APE, however, moderate 
archaeological sensitivity is assigned to the two originally proposed staging areas on slightly elevated 
ground and also to the relocated east staging area on the upstream side of the bypass channel (see 
Figures 6a and 6b). The presence of moderately well-drained sandy soils on upland terraces adjacent 
to the brook drainage in these areas are favorable environmental factors for pre-contact Native 
American sites including small hunting camps.  
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Low archaeological sensitivity is assigned to the proposed temporary construction access because of 
previous ground disturbances associated with sewer easement construction and to the low-lying swale 
area between the two construction staging areas. Low sensitivity is also assigned to the documented 
mill/icehouse site on the south side of the Mill Pond Dam because of previous ground disturbances 
associated with the residential subdivision off Mill Pond Lane that likely removed or severely 
impacted the archaeological integrity of any mill-related resources. Low sensitivity is also assigned 
to Mill Pond because of previous dredging by the town that likely precludes the presence of intact 
archaeological resources in the pond sediments.  
  
Recommendations 
 
There are no aboveground historic architectural resources that are listed or recommended eligible for 
listing in the National Register including the Mill Pond Dam within the recommended APE. No 
further historic architectural resources investigations are recommended for the Project. 
 
No further archaeological survey is recommended for the low sensitivity areas in the 75% design 
Project LOD. However, PAL recommends that ground disturbances be avoided in the two currently 
proposed staging areas assigned moderate sensitivity where intact strata containing primarily pre-
contact archaeological deposits may be present. Proposed ground disturbances in the east 
construction staging area include the removal of trees with their rootwads (grubbing).  
 
The Project does not currently include any construction work that will extend east to the visible 
(downstream) stone abutment remains probably associated with the nineteenth-century dam 
documented in this area, so no further survey of this unrecorded archaeological resource is 
recommended. 
 
Based on PAL’s recommendations, the Project partners have agreed that the final Project design plans 
will indicate that the trees in the east staging area be cut flush with the ground surface and no grubbing 
will take place. The two staging areas assigned moderate archaeological sensitivity in the Project 
APE will be further protected from ground disturbances during construction activities through the 
use of matting on the ground surface and perimeter fencing. An Archaeological Site Avoidance and 
Protection Plan (ASAPP) will be developed and implemented during the construction phase of the 
Project to ensure that these measures are put in place so that archaeologically sensitive areas on the 
north side of the pond in the Project APE are not inadvertently disturbed by the contractor’s heavy 
machinery and equipment. The ASAPP will be reviewed by the Project partners and submitted to the 
MHC for review and approval before construction begins.   
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Figure 1. Location of the Mill Pond Dam Removal and Traphole Brook Restoration Project
APE on the Norwood, MA USGS topographic quadrangle, 7.5-minute series. 
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Figure 4. 1888 map of Norwood, with the location of the Project APE on Traphole Brook 
(source: Robinson 1888). 
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Figure 5. Aerial map showing the revised 75% Project APE and identified historic and archaeological resources in the Project area and immediate vicinity, and photograph key locations. 
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Figure 6a. Archaeological sensitivity of the Project APE, based on 40% design LOD. 
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Figure 6b. Archaeological sensitivity of the Project APE, based on 75% design LOD. 



    

Report 
Mill Pond Dam Removal and Traphole Brook Restoration Project 
Cultural Resources Assessment 
page 25 of 34 

 

 
 
  

Photo 1. South end of Mill Pond Dam with masonry spillway and landscaped rear
yard at 12 Mill Pond Lane, view southwest. 

Photo 2. Aerial image of 12 Mill Pond Lane residential property with inground pool
and landscaping adjacent to the south side of Mill Pond Dam (source: Google Earth
2018). 
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Photo 3. South side of Mill Pond and shoreline along landscaped rear yard of 16 Coach
Lane, view northeast. 

Photo 4. North side of Mill Pond and shoreline facing rear yard of 16 Coach Lane,
view south from William Pezwick Park. 
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Photo 5. Downstream brook embankments with natural
fieldstones, view east. 
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Photo 6. Artificial bypass channel inlet at river left, view southwest from sewer
easement. 

Photo 7. 2018 aerial image of William Pezwick Park and municipal sewer
easement/access road (source: Google Earth 2018).   
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Photo 8. Open area in the proposed west staging area, view southeast from the park 
entrance. 

Photo 9. Off-street parking and entrance area for the William Pezwick Park off
Sumner Street, view east. 
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Photo 10. Undisturbed woodlands in the formerly proposed east staging area, view 
southwest from the sewer easement/access road. 

Photo 11. Undisturbed woodlands in the revised proposed east staging area, view
southwest from the sewer easement/access road. 
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Photo 13. Stack fieldstone abutment walls of probable second mill dam on Traphole
Brook, view southwest. 

Photo 12. Open drainage swale or gulley in between the two staging areas, with visible 
sewer manhole and 12-inche ceramic drainage pipe, view southwest from the sewer
easement/access road. 
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Photo 14. J. Hawes House, 16 Coach Lane, view north from Coach Lane (Town of
Norwood Assessors). 

Photo 15. J. Hawes House, 16 Coach Lane, rear of property, view south from William 
Pezwick Park. 
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Photo 16. J. Hawes House garage, view south (Gordon 1990). 

Photo 17. Traphole Brook and Mill Pond Dam, view north from upstream south bank 
of Traphole Brook Mill Pond. 
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Photo 18. Mill Pond Dam, view west of spillway at river right.

Photo 19. Detail of concrete stoplog slots, view northwest form south abutment. 


