
Extreme Weather: What to Expect

Climate change means more extreme 
weather. Floods will be more frequent 
and damaging, both from heavy rain 
and rising oceans. More frequent 
droughts will strain water supplies, 
water quality, and local fish and wildlife. 
More heatwaves will test the health of 
vulnerable residents and natural habi-
tats alike.

Invest in “No Regrets Solutions”

Key policy changes and investments to 
upgrade our natural and human-built 
infrastructure will protect lives, prop-
erty and our local natural resources. 
Thoughtful climate adaptation mea-
sures offer a high return on investment 
including valuable “secondary ben-
efits” like a higher quality of life and a 
healthier river immediately.  We can:

• Create new parks that also keep ris-
ing floodwaters at bay. 

• Restore floodplains to protect streets, 
homes and wildlife habitats. 

• Redesign communities to reduce 
floods, recharge drinking water, stop 
water pollution, and cool deadly 
urban heat islands.

NepRWA’s Adaptation Action Plan

Municipalities ultimately determine 
how communities are designed and 
built. We will build on our proven track 
record of partnering with cities and 
towns to mobilize and support our mu-
nicipalities for resilience building. 

We will begin with personal outreach 
to local officials to develop shared goals. 
We will formalize a regional climate 
collaborative. We will help communities 
leverage state, federal, and private fund-
ing to amplify their own resources and 
advance key resilience priorities, like:

• Use nature-based solutions to reduce 
inland and coastal flooding.

• Improve existing storm drain capac-
ity and install green infrastructure.

• Prioritize dam and culvert removals 
or upgrades to reduce flood failure 
risk and restore stream health.

• Review and update municipal codes 
and regulations to minimize impacts 
on human and ecological health.

• Address other priorities identified by 
our cities and towns such as public 
health, equity and water supply.

Project Budget and Resources

To achieve the objectives outlined 
above, NepRWA must actively engage 
with a much wider variety of stakehold-
ers across our 14 cities and towns. 

This will require hiring a full-time 
Director of Community Resilience, sup-
port staff, and interns at an estimated 
cost of $120,000 per year. 

This new initiative positions NepRWA 
to leverage millions of dollars of project 
investments by municipalities, state and 
federal grants, and the private sector.

NepRWA’s Climate Adaptation Strategy

Our cities, towns and waterways can’t handle the 
extreme weather we already experience. We need to 
make our communities more resilient, right now.
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