
Today, most streams in the Neponset 
River system meet swimmable 
standards during dry weather, and 
much of the river has been opened 
up for canoeing, bike paths and 
waterfront parks.

With thousands of acres of open 
space and park, there’s a lot to
explore in the Watershed. 

Support a healthy community and 
become a member today!

Learn more at neponset.org

2173 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021
781-575-0354  |  neponset.org

A Unique Natural Resource

The Neponset River Watershed 
includes roughly 120 square miles of 
land southwest of Boston.

It’s home to more than 330,000 
people and provides drinking water 
to approximately 120,000 people.

It includes parts of 14 cities and 
towns: Boston (Hyde Park, Mattapan, 
Dorchester), Canton, Dedham, Dover, 
Foxborough, Medfield, Milton, Nor-
wood, Quincy, Randolph, Sharon, 
Stoughton, Walpole and Westwood. 

There are dozens of streams, ponds 
and aquifers that feed the Neponset 

The Neponset River Watershed Association is a grassroots, member-supported, non-
profit group with a mission to clean up and protect the Neponset River, its tributaries, and 
the surrounding lands that drain into them, known as a watershed.

We have been working since 1967 to protect your water, wildlife and land.

River, which runs for 30 miles, be-
ginning in Foxborough, near Gillette 
Stadium, and ending in Dorchester 
Bay, near the rainbow gas tank by I-93.

The Watershed offers walking and 
cycling paths, fishing, boating, and 
swimming—and it’s an invaluable 
fish and wildlife habitat.

The Neponset Estuary has one of 
the largest areas of salt marsh in 
Boston, which plays a critical role in 
buffering the impacts of flooding. 

Our staff, members and volunteers 
work in your community to:

• Stop water pollution
• Prevent water waste
• Educate students about water
• Open up recreational opportunities
• Restore fish and wildlife habitats 

We bring together citizens, scientists, 
engineers, and local officials to 
solve local, real-world problems.

We work at the city and town level, 
recruiting volunteers to test water 
and carry out restoration projects, 
visiting schools to educate kids about 
water, and working with communities 
to stop water waste and pollution.

The Neponset has come a long way 
from its days as a severely polluted 
industrial river.


