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Are YOU a Polluter?
I know I am. I try not to be, but there’s
no way around the fact that my family
and I contribute to the problem of polluted runoff.
In this issue of the newsletter, we tackle
the polluted runoff problem, and it’s a
BIG problem—the number one water
pollution problem in the USA. It causes
almost every stream in the Neponset
Watershed to violate pollution standards
every time it rains.
When the sun is shining, pollutants
such as sand, salt, pet waste, oil, lawn
chemicals, litter, and even air pollutants
accumulate on roads, parking lots, roofs
and driveways. When rain falls on these
waterproof or “impervious” surfaces,
the water runs off, picking up the accumulated pollutants and flushing them
to the nearest stream in minutes. Just as
importantly, these waterproof surfaces
keep rain from soaking into the ground,
leaving us with less groundwater to keep
the river and our water supplies flowing
when it’s dry.

Come take part in an
exciting, hands-on
restoration project in the
Fowl Meadow wetlands.
Contact NepRWA
Restoration Manager
Carly Rocklen at
rocklen@neponset.org or
781-575-0354 x303.

Volunteer with
the Beetle Project

Come take water samples
with NepRWA! Volunteers
will participate in six
sampling events on
designated Wednesday
mornings between 6AM
and 7:30AM, April
through October. Contact
NepRWA Environmental
Scientist Bill Guenther
at 781-575-0354 x302 or
guenther@neponset.org.

Be a Volunteer
Water Sampler

It’s a daunting problem, but one that
CAN be solved. And, NepRWA has a
leading role; Advocacy Director Steve
Pearlman chairs a statewide committee
that is addressing important new EPA
rules, discussed here on page 1.

Of Note

Neponset River Watershed Association

NepRWA is a nonprofit conservation group founded in 1967
to protect and restore the Neponset River, its tributaries and
their watershed lands. News from the Neponset is published
six times each year. Printing by Blue Hill Press, Canton.

wat • er • shed (n): 1. the area of land draining into a particular
body of water

Director’s Corner:
Focus on Polluted Runoff

Read on to learn more about what
NepRWA is doing, and how you can do
your part. Thank you for your support!
Sincerely,

Ian Cooke
Executive Director

EPA Needs to Hear from the Public
on Its Most Important Water Pollution Initiative in Years
The US Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has put forth an important new
initiative to control polluted runoff from
streets and parking lots, and needs to hear
positive feedback from the public before
the agency can move forward.

ing the proposed rules in-depth. The
committee, made up of watershed associations and other conservation groups from
across the state, has identified changes
that would make the proposed rules more
effective and easier to implement. However, the committee’s main conclusion is
that the proposed rules, while far from
ideal, would be a significant step forward
for protecting rivers across the state, laying
the foundation for
a truly effective
system for dealing
with this widespread pollution
problem.

Under state regulation, Massachusetts
already has reasonably effective rules that
require developers to clean up polluted
runoff when they
are building or
rebuilding on land
directly adjacent
to wetlands. However, the majority
of both existing
pavement and new
However, EPA
development takes
released a simiplace away from
lar proposal in
wetland areas and
New Hampshire
so falls outside
more than a year
the reach of state
ago, and received
regulations. Most
numerous negaof this unregulated
tive comments
runoff—flowing
and virtually no
from streets, shoppositive comments
ping plazas and
from people who
in all likelihood
would benfrom your own
efit from cleaner
neighborhood —
water. As a result,
A tree-filter-box is installed along Central Avenue in
Milton to keep Pine Tree Brook clean.
gets collected and
EPA has yet to
shipped off to a
issue final rules in
local stream by large drainage systems that
New Hampshire, and it is unclear if they
are owned and operated by municipalities
ever will.
The new rules proposed by EPA would,
for the first time, require towns to take
specific actions within specific timelines
to reduce the amount of polluted runoff
sent to streams by their drain collection
systems.
NepRWA has been helping to lead the
charge to have these new rules further
strengthened and implemented as soon as
possible. NepRWA’s Advocacy Director,
Steve Pearlman, chairs a committee of the
Mass Rivers Alliance that has been review-

Don’t let the same fate befall the proposed
Massachusetts rules. Take a moment to
send your own short comment letter to
EPA, supporting clear, intelligent requirements to prevent polluted runoff. Comments are due March 31, but we encourage
people to submit comments even if late.
E-mail comments to murphy.thelma@epa.
gov, or visit www.neponset.org for additional details and model language. To find
out more, contact Steve at 781-575-0354
x304 or pearlman@neponset.org.

IDEAS: Mission Impossible?

The Reality of Fixing Polluted Runoff in the Neponset Watershed
Is it really possible to clean up the polluted
runoff problem in the Neponset Watershed?

streams and water supplies that don’t run dry
in the summer? Absolutely not!

Let’s face it, meaningful regulations requiring
new development to address polluted runoff
have only been in place for a decade at most,
and the Neponset is a river “with history.”
Some 330,000 people live in the watershed
and virtually everything in the watershed—
roads, houses, schools, factories—was built
before anyone gave any serious thought to
polluted runoff. In most of our communities,
it is estimated that 30 to 50% or more of the
non-conservation land is already covered by
the dreaded “impervious surfaces” that come
along with modern living (see map below). It
adds up to perhaps 20 square miles or more of
existing pavement that eventually needs to be
addressed.

Many methods are now available to clean-up
polluted runoff and make it soak back into
the ground. These techniques readily can be
incorporated into new development projects,
and with a bit more work, they can be “retrofitted” in areas built-out years ago. The key is
to establish programs right now—like the new
rules proposed by EPA—that will relentlessly
chip away at the problem and set us on a
course toward clean water.

It’s a daunting challenge, but is it too daunting? Should we give up hope of ever having a
clean river when it’s raining, or of having

It has taken 42 years to clean up almost all of
the industrial and sewage pollution problems
in the Neponset, and realistically it will take a
similar timeframe to fully resolve our polluted
runoff problems. The good news is that over
the next 40 years every parking lot and road
in the Watershed at least will be repaved if
not fully rebuilt, providing an opportunity to
improve polluted runoff management. The
only real question is: how soon we will start?

NepRWA IN ACTION: Partnering with Towns to Clean-Up Polluted Runoff
NepRWA’s
Recipe for Curing
Polluted Runoff
1) Educate the public. Most
people have no idea
that they are part of the
problem, or that they
can make a difference
by taking simple steps at
home and at work.
2) Ensure that new
development doesn’t
make the problem worse.
Much of the time, new
development still means
MORE polluted water,
but doesn’t need to be this
way.
3) Harness the power of
redevelopment. More land
than you might think gets
re-developed, and too
often, this redevelopment
is allowed to proceed
without installation of
up-to-date runoff controls.
4) Pick the low-hanging
fruit. In some areas,
retrofitting existing
pavement is easy, while in
others it is much harder.
We need to identify the
places where a little work
can make a big difference
and begin to install those
retrofits now.
5) Give towns the tools they
need to do the job. Like
so many things in the
Watershed, municipalities
play an enormous role.
We need to make sure
our municipalities
have the resources to
consistently make smart
permitting decisions, to
begin retrofitting, and
to properly maintain
our critical drainage
infrastructure.

Over the next year, NepRWA will partner with
the towns of Canton, Sharon, Stoughton and
Walpole to locate areas where polluted runoff or
“stormwater” can be cleaned up before it enters
streams.

money than traditional approaches.
However, memorizing a laundry list of ways to
clean stormwater does no good, unless you have a
place to put them. Locating
suitable sites can be the most
difficult part of the puzzle!
That’s where NepRWA and
the towns listed above come
in. We will be scouring the
towns to find the best sites
to install these structures—
places where the most
stormwater can be cleaned
the most efficiently.

Thankfully, there are a
growing number of ways
to clean stormwater before
it makes its way into lakes,
rivers and streams. Some
of these methods include
swales, biocells, tree boxes,
infiltration basins, and a
whole host of other alternatives. The majority of these
If you know of a location
practices filters the runoff
Volunteers Carolyn Newman and Don Johnstone
in your town (usually a low
in some way. In fact, simply
apply a decal to a Milton catchbasin to inform
spot) that would be suitable
filtering runoff through soil
passersby that the catchbasin flows to nearby Pine
for intercepting and cleanTree Brook and should be kept clean.
is an incredibly efficient way
ing up polluted runoff, let us
of cleaning stormwater. Even
know!
actions as simple as redirecting downspouts onto a lawn instead of a driveway
For more information, contact NepRWA Environcan make a real impact. Even more exciting is the
mental Scientist Bill Guenther at 781-575-0354
fact that using this new generation of techniques,
x302 or guenther@neponset.org
you can actually get cleaner water for LESS

NepRWA Seeks Volunteers for Beetle-Ranching Project
Do you like beetles? How about plants? Do you
enjoy measuring? How about sewing? Do you
tromp through natural areas for fun?

animal, bird and other species able to call Fowl
Meadow home.

Purple loosestrife grows tall and lushly, and produces many flowers and millions of seeds. Without effective native predators to limit its growth,
it has spread like
wildfire through
local wetlands,
out competing
native wetland
plants, changing habitat and
food for native
wildlife, and
sending some
wildlife packing. Fortunately,
Leaf beetles
change this
You may recall
trend. By feedthat NepRWA
ing on Purple
From bottom left, clockwise: Volunteers Don Salvatore, Jim Kaemmerlen, Barb
and MA DCRloosestrife, these
Emery, and Restoration Manager Carly Rocklen divide biocontrol beetles into
South Region
beetles and their
small batches, for use by Beetle-Ranching Volunteers, Field Season 2009.
have been
larvae prevent
teaming up each
the plants from growing tall, flowering or producspring and summer for the past few years to grow
ing seed. Thus, sunlight once again can reach into
and release Leaf beetles (Galercuella calmariensis
the wetlands to nourish native plants.
and G. pusilla) to control exotic, invasive Purple
Learn more at www.neponset.org, or contact
loosestrife in Fowl Meadow. Reducing Purple
NepRWA Restoration Manager Carly Rocklen at
loosestrife will improve wildlife habitat and
rocklen@neponset.org, 781-575-0354 x303.
increase the variety of native plant, and therby
If you answered yes to any of those questions, we
have the perfect opportunity for you! A variety of
volunteer positions is available
with the Fowl
Meadow wetland restoration
project—aka the
Beetle-Ranching
Project! Learn
more at www.
neponset.org/
RestorationPLBiocontrolVolOpps.htm.

Reducing Your
Own Polluted
Runoff Footprint
While NepRWA and
area towns are working to reduce polluted
runoff at a regional
scale, you can help at
the most local scale—
your own home or
business—by taking
simple steps to prevent
stormwater pollution:
• Pick-up after pets
• Keep a lid on trash
barrels, especially on
rainy days, to prevent
bacterial pollution
and litter
• Keep chemicals,
fertilizers, and motor
oil stored indoors and
dispose of remainders
at your town’s
household hazardous
waste drop-off day
• Use fertilizers,
pesticides and icemelting products
sparingly (if at all),
and make sure
they stay off paved
surfaces (except the
ice melters)
• When it’s time to
wash the car, park it
on the grass, or in an
area where soap and
dirt will flow onto the
grass, or take it to a
car-wash
• Make sure
downspouts are
directed onto the
grass or into a rain
garden, and never
onto a paved surface
• Collect litter and
sweep sand near
your property
before it washes
into the nearest
catchbasin

