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The state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has
proposed to virtually end meaningful state oversight of the
contaminated wastewater that homes, businesses and even heavy
industries put into our sewer systems.
Of greatest concern to NepRWA is DEP’s attempt to abdicate its
responsibility to set discharge limits and treatment standards on
individual companies that discharge toxic pollutants into sewers.
Although a few large industrial dischargers would still have to
get permits, smaller dischargers would be exempted regardless of
how toxic their wastewater might be. Even the large dischargers
would have their permit applications approved automatically if
DEP did not act on the applications within 45 days.
NepRWA’s Advocacy Director, Steve Pearlman, worked at DEP
for 17 years and was heavily involved in sewer regulation, so he
is taking the lead on this issue for the coalition of watershed
associations and environmental organizations known as
“Advocates for Wetlands and Watersheds.” Testifying before DEP

...Continued, Page 3

Delving into Wetland & Stream Restoration
Wetland and stream restoration in the Neponset River Watershed
recently received a big boost.

www.environmentalleague.org.

The Environmental
League of Massachusetts
(ELM) recently
issued its State of the
Environment report. ELM
is the environmental
movement’s primary
legislative lobbying
organization in the state.
ELM also sponsors the
Mass. Environmental
Collaborative, of which
NepRWA is a member.
The report looks at 20
environmental indicators,
three of which are
rated as “good” and the
rest as “poor” or “fair.”
Unfortunately, surface
water quality was “poor,”
with a finding that
“increasing amounts of
impervious surface will
likely result in further
water quality degradation.”
Water quantity was rated
as “fair”: “If current water
use trends continue,
dozens of communities
will be facing water
shortages by 2030 or
sooner.” Read more at

A seed grant from an anonymous foundation will fund
NepRWA’s development of a self-sustaining wetland and stream
restoration program to restore sites throughout the Watershed
over the next 20 years. The grant will also fund work toward the
removal of the two most downstream dams on the Neponset
River while remediating PCB-contaminated sediments and
testing innovative scientific tools to evaluate the extent, severity
and potential sources of sediment contamination in the Neponset
River Watershed.

Did You Know?

Neponset River Watershed Association

NepRWA is a nonprofit conservation group founded in 1967
to protect and restore the Neponset River, its tributaries and
their watershed lands. News from the Neponset is published
six times each year. Printing by Blue Hill Press, Canton.

wat • er • shed (n): 1. the area of land draining into a particular
body of water

NepRWA Leads Fight to Stop DEP from Eliminating
Permits for Industrial Sewer Users

The Wetland Restoration Pilot Project will include the
implementation of at least one restoration project during the
grant period. To reach this goal, NepRWA will review data from
the January 2000 report “Restoring Wetlands of the Neponset
River Watershed: A Watershed Wetlands Restoration Plan,”
published by the Wetlands Restoration & Banking Program of
the Mass. Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. NepRWA
will also review data from our own recent dam survey, then select
priority sites. After contacting potential state, federal, city and
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Celebration of Art Above the Estuary
RiverArt took place on a sunny
weekend afternoon in September.
Attended by more than 300 people,
this annual art celebration turned
the scenic grounds of the historic
Forbes House Museum in Milton
into a colorful festival of art, with
live music, vendors’ stalls, plein air
art demonstrations, children’s craftmaking activities and nature walks.
Produced by a partnership between
A sculpture exhibited by
NepRWA and the Forbes House
L’Attitude Gallery, Boston
Museum, this year presented
RiverArt’s first outdoor sale of
handmade crafts and fine art. Previous years offered a plein
air art juried indoor exhibit followed by a weekend of family
activities. Festival organizers were excited to mix it up, this fall!
Twenty-nine artists from
throughout the region
displayed their artwork
beneath old, towering
trees. Artists offered
a variety of items for
sale, from welded metal
sculpture to turned wood
bowls; from photographs
Sitting for a face-painting, enjoying
the music of Murphy’s Kitchen
to hand-painted
glassware; watercolors
and oil paintings to silk purses; handmade books to jewelry
made from sterling silver, oxidized copper, semi-precious
stones, glass and pearls. There were also hand-carved walking
sticks, bonsai, knitted accessories, matching fleece hats and
scarves, and decorated jackets
and tote bags. For a list of
participating artists, please
visit www.neponset.org.
We’d like to thank all of the
RiverArt artists, volunteers,
attendees and donors,
including Murphy’s Kitchen,
Shaw’s Supermarket and the
Ice Cream Smith. You made
RiverArt a spectacular event!

Dianne Panarelli Miller, demonstrating
Plein Air painting

Legislative Panel Debates Need for Water Conservation
The Water Management Act is
the primary law governing water
withdrawals in Massachusetts. All
surface and groundwater withdrawals
averaging 100,000 gallons per day
require a Water Management Act
or “WMA” permit from the MA
Department of Environmental
Protection (“DEP”). This includes most
public drinking water supplies, golf
courses and many larger industries.
In 2004, DEP announced a new policy
on water conservation under the
WMA. The policy essentially stated
DEP’s intention to apply the state water
conservation standards (which have
existed for more than a dozen years)
as requirements when issuing WMA
permits. The new policy drew protests
from the water supply community,
and last year DEP issued new guidance
significantly weakening the policy’s
water conservation requirements. Still
not satisfied, some water suppliers
asked the legislature to vacate the policy
entirely. Instead, the Legislature passed
a law creating the “Blue Ribbon Panel to
Evaluate the Effectiveness of the Water
Management Act Policy and Guidance.”
The Panel includes NepRWA Executive
Director, Ian Cooke, representing
watershed groups across the state,
along with representatives from DEP,
Mass. Municipal Association, Mass.
Water Works Association, Mass. Water
Resources Authority, Mass. Audubon,
Trout Unlimited, the Executive Office of
Environmental affairs and the Office of
Commonwealth Development.
The Panel convened in early September
and quickly identified four areas to
be explored: the legality of the policy,
the science behind it, the cost of the
policy and the ill-defined question
of “balance.” Every other week since,
the Panel has been meeting to hear
presentations from dueling panels of
“experts” in each of these areas, in a
process that has generated few areas of
consensus among the panelists thus far.
On the legal question, one side argued
that the policy should have been
adopted as a formal regulation and is
therefore illegal. DEP and conservation
interests have argued exactly the
opposite. In the science area, some of

the leading hydrologists and biologists
in New England have presented analysis
showing that water supply activities are
partially contributing to lower water
levels in streams and wetlands and that
water conservation is the least expensive
way to begin addressing this problem,
while other experts argued that such
stream impacts don’t exist or are
insignificant.
On the topic of cost, water suppliers
have argued that implementation
of water conservation measures is
too expensive, infeasible, and that
conservation will block economic
development. The pro-conservation
side has pointed to studies locally and
from across the country, showing that
water conservation consistently helps
to slow the growth of water bills, that
it is almost always cheaper to save
water than to develop new sources,
that conservation saves money even
before one considers the dollar value of
environmental preservation and that
conservation is the only way to ensure
adequate water supplies for continued
economic growth given that dozens
of Massachusetts communities will
otherwise run out of water over the next
5 to 20 years.
In November, the Panel will discuss
“balance” and then the Office of
Commonwealth Development will
attempt the challenging task of
preparing a draft report on the Panel’s
findings. The Panel is required by law to
submit this report to the Legislature by
the end of the year.
Irrespective of the outcome of the
Panel’s deliberations, the discussion
has reinforced NepRWA’s conviction
that water conservation is the most
cost-effective strategy for meeting our
future water needs and redoubled our
determination to work with water
suppliers to realize conservation
opportunities.
To learn more about this issue, you
can review the minutes of the Panel
(which include all of the presentation
materials and handouts) at the Office
of Commonwealth Development
website, which you can link to via
www.neponset.org/Streamflow.htm.

Bioretention Cells of Pine Tree Brook
As you may
recall from
previous
newsletters,
NepRWA
has been
partnering
with the Milton
Department
of Public
Works (DPW)
to improve
A newly planted bioretention cell
water quality
along Pine Tree Brook, between Blue Hills
Parkway and Thacher Street. The Pine Tree
Brook Neighborhood Association (PTBNA)
has been a strong supporting force in this
project, mobilizing community members to
participate in a variety of related activities.
Most recently, NepRWA, the DPW and
PTBNA have been working together to
beautify one of the bioretention cells along
the brook. On Monday, September 11th,
a crew of employees from the DPW and
NepRWA, members of PTBNA, and other
Milton residents planted a bioretention
cell with Joe-Pye weed, Arkansas bluestar,
Steeplebush, Feather reed grass, New England
aster, Blue flag iris and Coreopsis. These
plants are showy, hardy species, and many are
native to New England. They should be able
to tolerate the extreme growing conditions
of the bioretention cell. Come the spring,
the rest of the bioretention cells along the
brook will also be planted. In addition to
the plantings, stormdrain markers and other
signage will be posted in the vicinity of the
brook to help keep local water clean.
You may have noticed that the bioretention
cells were filled with an assortment of
wildflowers, this past summer. Some of these
plants had sprouted from seed mixtures
spread during the last growing season and
some were a result of seeds already in the
soil or carried by the wind or small wildlife.
Present plants include Jewelweed, Milkweed,
Boneset, Indian blanket, Black-eyed Susans,
Smartweed, Pokeweed, Burdock, Common
evening-primrose, Chicory, Coreopsis, Yellow
wood sorrel, Japanese knotweed, Purple
loosestrife, and thistle, among others.
To learn more about this project, contact
Carly at rocklen@neponset.org or
781-575-0354. Contact Dick Russell at 617696-3751 to find out more about the Pine
Tree Brook Neighborhood Association.

Industrial Sewer Use Permits, from page 1
on October 24th, he stated, “I do not believe I have ever seen such an
ill-advised regulatory proposal or one which poses a greater risk to
public health and the environment.”
DEP justifies its proposal by saying that industrial sewer dischargers
are adequately regulated by the “publicly owned sewage treatment
works” (POTWs) that receive the sewage and treat it before it can enter
any surface water. NepRWA has identified numerous fallacies in this
logic:
o

Some POTWs do not have EPA-certified Industrial Pre-Treatment
Programs (IPPs) and thus have no staff capable of regulating
industrial wastewater.

o

Even POTWs with IPPs issue permits only to a limited number of
their industrial sewer users, and they are only required to test the
wastewater for a limited number of contaminants.

o

DEP’s own past analyses have found serious problems with
even the best POTWs. The DEP has for years had the power to
“delegate” its permitting authority to POTWs, but, except for
MWRA, it has never done so.

o

Without the information contained in permitting records, it
would be impossible for DEP to identify or take enforcement
action against an industrial source of toxic pollution that “passed
through” the POTW, untreated, into surface water.

In addition to getting as many other organizations as possible to
join NepRWA in submitting written comments to DEP by the Nov. 6
deadline, NepRWA has also asked Secretary of Environmental Affairs
Robert W. Golledge, Jr. to make a formal ruling on whether DEP
is required to file an Environmental Notification Form under the
Massachusetts Environmental Protection Act for regulatory revisions
that “significantly reduce standards for environmental protection.”
NepRWA’s request was co-signed by the Conservation Law Foundation
and the New England Public Employees for Environmental
Responsibility. We are hopeful that Secretary Golledge will think twice
before allowing this irresponsible proposal to become final.

Wetland & Stream Restoration, from page 1
private partners, one or more final sites will be
selected for the pilot round, an implementation plan
will be developed,final design, permitting, and
preparation of funding applications will occur,
and restoration can begin!
The wetland restoration report mentioned
above provides a list of 171 potential wetland restoration sites in the
Neponset Watershed. One of the primary reasons so few of the 250+
potential wetland and stream restoration sites in the Neponset have
moved forward is because there has not been a non-governmental
entity to organize projects, partners and funding. Fortunately,
NepRWA can now get the ball rolling.
During the project, NepRWA plans to reach out to the public to
deepen the general understanding of how a healthy river functions,
how it can be restored and how restoration is the most fiscally sensible
approach to long-term river stewardship. For more information about
this project or to get involved as a volunteer, contact Carly at
781-575-0354 or rocklen@neponset.org.

Get Active with NepRWA
A Call for Water Monitoring Volunteers
The Citizen Water Monitoring Network (CWMN)
is looking for volunteers to gather water samples
and Dissolved Oxygen (DO) readings. Volunteer
activities occur every other month, from 6:00AM
to 7:45AM on a Wednesday morning. Following are
the sampling sites at which we need help :
• Norwood: Hawes Brook in South Norwood
• Medfield: Mine Brook at Nebo Street
• Milton/Canton: Measuring Dissolved Oxygen
levels from the Neponset River at Paul’s Bridge
in Milton to Pequit Brook at Orchard Cove,
Canton
To learn more, contact Laura Hallowell at
781-575-0354 or hallowell@neponset.org.

Development Director Search
NepRWA is expanding its organization to include
a Development Director to oversee membership
growth and outreach to potential business partners.
The Development Director will take charge of
a new member recruitment campaign and the
solicitation of local businesses to help finance
increasing demands for new programs. NepRWA’s
15-member, all-volunteer Board of Directors made
the decision to create the position on the heels of
a newly completed strategic plan. The strategic
plan identifies goals for the next five years, such as
cleaning up remaining sources of sewage pollution,
conserving water so that communities can continue
to grow without straining water supplies or river
levels, opening up more of the shoreline to public
access and beginning to deal with more than 100
aging mill dams across the Watershed.
“There is a lot that our communities and
government agencies need to accomplish over the
next five years in terms of watershed protection
and restoration,” said Pat Hogan, NepRWA’s Board
President. “NepRWA can play a very important role
in that process, but to do so we need to expand our
current programs, volunteers and staff—and that
means boosting our fundraising efforts.”
The new position is a half-time opportunity
(20 hrs./week) for a person with environmental
interests and prior sales or development experience.
Flexible scheduling permits working some
hours from home, coupled with participation in
evening events or meetings. The position reports
to Executive Director Ian Cooke. For more
information, visit www.neponset.org or
call 781-575-0354.

