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wat • er • shed (n): 1. the area of land draining into a particular 
body of water

2. a crucial turning point, 3. communities connected by water
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Host a House Party!
Bring NepRWA to your 
community! Host a House 
Party—a fun and simple 
way to help spread the 
word about watershed 
protection.

What exactly is a House 
Party?  The party host(s)  
decides on a date with 
NepRWA. Then the host 
invites neighbors and 
friends to a gathering at 
her/his house. The host 
provides refreshments, 
sets-up the space, 
and is responsible for 
introducing the NepRWA 
staff member at the 
event. Then a NepRWA 
staff person gives a 
colorful presentation 
about NepRWA and local 
environmental issues, and 
a question and answer 
period follows. After the 
event, the host sends thank 
you notes to invitees. 
House Parties are simple 
events that make a big 
difference. Contact Carly to 
learn more: 781-575-0354 
or rocklen@neponset.org. 

It is rare for on
e m

u
n

icipality to ow
n

 lan
d in

 a n
eigh

borin
g tow

n
, 

bu
t B

u
ckm

aster Pon
d is on

e su
ch

 u
n

u
su

al case. 

For m
ore th

an
 a year th

e Tow
n

 of N
orw

ood h
as been

 pu
rsu

in
g th

e 
developm

en
t of a n

ew
 drin

kin
g w

ater su
pply w

ell at B
u

ckm
aster 

Pon
d in

 W
estw

ood. T
h

e n
ew

 sou
rce, located at th

e h
eadw

aters of 
both

 G
erm

any an
d M

ill B
rooks, is in

ten
ded to redu

ce N
orw

ood’s 
cu

rren
t depen

den
ce on

 relatively expen
sive M

W
R

A
 w

ater. 

In
 addition

 to servin
g as a back-u

p to th
e M

W
R

A
 su

pply, it 
w

as h
oped th

at th
e cost savin

gs from
 redu

cin
g M

W
R

A
 w

ater 
u

sage w
ou

ld be large en
ou

gh
 to pay for th

e w
ell an

d even
 redu

ce 
N

orw
ood’s w

ater rates—
th

is in
 spite of th

e added cost of treatin
g 

th
e w

ater to rem
ove dry clean

in
g ch

em
icals th

at h
ad previou

sly 
been

 fou
n

d in
 th

e aqu
ifer.

W
h

ile N
epR

W
A

 is su
pportive of providin

g a backu
p w

ater 
sou

rce for N
orw

ood, w
e h

ad raised con
cern

s abou
t th

e plan
 as 

th
e proposed w

ith
draw

al th
reaten

ed to su
bstan

tially low
er w

ater 
levels in

 th
e sprin

g-fed kettle pon
d an

d th
e n

earby M
ill B

rook, 
a su

spected cold w
ater trou

t stream
. T

h
e in

itially proposed 
w

ith
draw

al rate am
ou

n
ted to 90%

 of an
n

u
al precipitation

 in
 

th
e w

atersh
ed of th

e pon
d, an

d greatly exceeded th
e D

E
P

’s pre-
screen

in
g criteria for poten

tial environ
m

en
tal im

pact.

E
arlier th

is fall, N
orw

ood’s con
su

ltan
ts com

pleted th
e an

alysis 
of a “pu

m
p test” at th

e proposed w
ell, an

d w
ere poised to fi le 

an
 environ

m
en

tal im
pact report for th

e project. In
stead, last 

m
on

th
 th

e con
su

ltan
ts an

n
ou

n
ced th

e resu
lts of addition

al w
ater 

qu
ality testin

g in
dicatin

g elevated levels of perch
lorate in

 th
e 

w
ater. Perch

lorate is a ch
em

ical fou
n

d prim
arily in

 explosives, 
w

h
ich

 is h
igh

ly solu
ble in

 w
ater an

d 
w

h
ich

 can
 dam

age th
e thyroid glan

d. 
M

assachu
setts is on

e of th
e fi rst states 

in
 th

e cou
n

try to begin
 regu

latin
g 

perch
lorate levels in

 drin
kin

g w
ater. A

 
poten

tial sou
rce of th

e con
tam

in
ation

 
is residu

e from
 fi rew

orks set off over 
th

e pon
d in

 years past.

Sh
ortly after th

e revelation
s abou

t 
perch

lorate con
tam

in
ation

, w
h

ich
 is 

expen
sive to rem

ove from
 drin

kin
g  

                                                                  ...Continued, Page 3

A
bou

t 5 years ago, Q
u

in
cy attorn

ey B
ryan

 Steven
s, Ian

 C
ooke of 

N
epR

W
A

, Steve Perdios of th
e Q

u
in

cy E
nviron

m
en

tal N
etw

ork 
(Q

E
N

) an
d W

en
dy In

gram
 of M

ilton
 began

 to envision
 a 

pedestrian
 w

alkw
ay an

d bicycle path
 exten

din
g alon

g th
e en

tire 
N

epon
set R

iver w
aterfron

t in
 Q

u
in

cy.

It is h
oped th

at th
e “Q

u
in

cy R
iverw

alk” w
ill begin

 at W
ollaston

 
B

each
 an

d con
clu

de across th
e G

ran
ite A

ve. B
ridge betw

een
 

M
ilton

 an
d D

orch
ester, 

lin
kin

g w
ith

 th
e w

alkw
ay 

in
 N

epon
set II Park, 

on
 th

e oth
er side of th

e 
N

epon
set R

iver.

Slow
ly, isolated pieces of 

th
e R

iverw
alk h

ave fallen
 

in
to place—

for exam
ple, 

at Squ
an

tu
m

 Poin
t 

Park, B
oston

 Scien
tifi c 

C
orporation

 an
d th

e 
A

dam
s In

n
. A

greem
en

ts 
h

ave also been
 sign

ed 
w

ith
 developers at B

lu
e 

C
ross/B

lu
e Sh

ield an
d 2 H

an
cock St. to con

tin
u

e th
e R

iverw
alk 

across th
eir properties.

U
n

fortu
n

ately, a m
ajor stu

m
blin

g block occu
rred after N

epR
W

A
 

an
d th

e C
on

roy D
evelopm

en
t C

orporation
, w

h
ich

 ow
n

s 
w

aterfron
t property at 2 H

an
cock St., sign

ed an
 agreem

en
t 

u
n

der w
h

ich
 C

on
roy w

ou
ld bu

ild an
 8-foot-w

ide, 1,000-foot-
lon

g w
alkw

ay/bicycle path
 con

n
ectin

g th
e R

iverw
alk at A

dam
s 

In
n

 w
ith

 C
om

m
an

der Sh
ea B

lvd. T
h

e agreem
en

t in
clu

ded a 
lan

dscaped w
aterfron

t park w
ith

 ben
ch

es, a fi sh
in

g pier an
d a 

can
oe-lau

n
ch

in
g ram

p. W
h

en
 th

e project w
as brou

gh
t before th

e 
Q

u
in

cy C
on

servation
 C

om
m

ission
, h

ow
ever, th

e C
om

m
ission

 
felt th

at it w
ou

ld be too in
tru

sive. T
h

e en
tire project w

as den
ied 

except for a 4-foot-w
ide w

alkw
ay.

Q
u

in
cy attorn

ey B
ryan

 Steven
s an

d N
epR

W
A

 appealed to th
e 

D
epartm

en
t of E

nviron
m

en
tal P

rotection
 an

d fi led a law
su

it 
again

st th
e C

ity of Q
u

in
cy over th

is decision
. Q

u
in

cy M
ayor 

W
illiam

 P
h

elan’s offi ce stepped in
. T

h
ey decided th

at u
n

less 
a clear vision

 an
d plan

 for th
e R

iverw
alk as a w

h
ole w

ere 
establish

ed u
p fron

t, piecem
eal efforts to bu

ild portion
s of it on

 

                                                                  ...Continued, Page 3
N

ature w
alk participants gaze out over the 

N
eponset R

iver from
 the Q

uincy shore

Buckm
aster Pond to be Norw

ood Secondary W
ater Supply?

Quincy M
ayor Begins to Take Interest in Neponset Riverw

alk



Lend a Helping Hand Through River Fund
It’s th

at tim
e of th

e year w
h

en
 w

e look to 
ou

r N
epR

W
A

 m
em

bers to h
elp m

ove local 
environ

m
en

tal con
servation

 forw
ard by m

akin
g 

a special don
ation

. W
e en

cou
rage you

 to m
ake 

a don
ation

 th
rou

gh
 N

epR
W

A’s R
iver Fu

n
d 

C
am

paign
. D

on
atin

g is sim
pler an

d qu
icker th

an
 

ever! Ju
st visit w

w
w

.n
ep

on
set.org an

d click on
 th

e 
“R

iver Fu
n

d” bu
tton

. You
 can

 don
ate on

-lin
e or via 

sn
ail m

ail. P
lease contact C

arly w
ith questions, 

781-575-0354 or rocklen@
neponset.org. T

hank you 
for your support!

NepRW
A W

inter Fair!
You’re invited to N

epR
W

A’s W
in

ter A
ctivity Fair! 

Save the date: 7:00P
M

, Tuesday, Feb. 27, C
om

m
unity 

R
oom

, C
anton P

ublic Library, 786 W
ashington 

St., C
anton, M

A
. A

tten
d m

in
i-presen

tation
s by 

N
epR

W
A

 staff, in
clu

din
g Ian

 C
ooke, E

xecu
tive 

D
irector; Steve Pearlm

an
, A

dvocacy D
irector; 

C
arly R

ocklen
, O

u
treach

 D
irector an

d Staff 
N

atu
ralist; L

au
ra H

allow
ell, C

W
M

N
 A

ssistan
t an

d 
W

illett Pon
d M

an
ager; B

ill G
u

en
th

er, N
epR

W
A’s 

n
ew

 E
nviron

m
en

tal Scien
tist; an

d K
ristin

a 
L

aFran
ce, A

dm
in

istrative A
ssistan

t. T
h

en
, get you

r 
qu

estion
s an

sw
ered! A

tten
dees w

ill learn
 abou

t 
diverse su

bjects from
 N

epon
set dam

 rem
oval to 

w
ater con

servation
 efforts, from

 septic system
 

m
ain

ten
an

ce to th
e restoration

 of w
etlan

ds, stream
s 

an
d w

aterside prop
erties, from

 w
ater qu

ality 
testin

g to volu
n

teer an
d in

tern
sh

ip opportu
n

ities. 
A

 variety of h
an

dou
ts w

ill be available, in
 addition

 
to raffl e tickets an

d N
epR

W
A

 T
-sh

irts, totebags, 
n

otecards an
d m

em
bersh

ips. To sign up for our 
event m

ailing list, send your e-m
ail address to C

arly 
at rocklen@

neponset.org.

Get Active with NepRW
A

Blue Ribbon Panel
N

epR
W

A’s w
ork as a m

em
ber of th

e Legislatu
re’s B

lu
e R

ibbon
 Pan

el 
review

in
g D

E
P

’s n
ew

 w
ater con

servation
 requ

irem
en

ts u
n

der th
e 

W
ater M

an
agem

en
t A

ct is rapidly com
in

g to a close. T
h

e policy 
w

as adopted by D
E

P
 as a stop

gap m
easu

re in
 2004 to m

in
im

ize th
e 

im
pact of w

ater su
pply activities on

 a grow
in

g n
u

m
ber of stream

s 
across th

e state in
 recen

t years. Som
e w

ater su
ppliers objected to th

e 
policy w

h
ich

 w
ou

ld requ
ire su

ppliers to con
serve for th

e fi rst tim
e in

 
M

assachu
setts h

istory. 

Sin
ce Septem

ber, th
e Pan

el h
as been

 debatin
g th

e scien
tifi c 

u
n

derpin
n

in
gs, legality an

d econ
om

ic im
pact of th

e policy. In
 

N
ovem

ber an
d early D

ecem
ber, th

e state’s O
ffi ce of C

om
m

onw
ealth

 
D

evelopm
en

t attem
pted to n

egotiate a redesign
 of th

e policy th
at 

w
ou

ld satisfy all th
e parties. H

ow
ever, th

ese discu
ssion

s broke-
dow

n
 in

 m
id-D

ecem
ber w

h
en

 it becam
e apparen

t th
at th

e variou
s 

stakeh
olders w

ere sim
ply too far apart to reach

 con
sen

su
s. “W

h
en

 th
e 

w
ater su

ppliers on
 th

e pan
el cam

e back w
ith

 a proposal for u
n

lim
ited 

w
ater u

se an
d n

o ou
tdoor w

ater restriction
s du

rin
g su

m
m

ers w
h

en
 

affected stream
s h

ad zero fl ow
, it becam

e obviou
s to m

e th
at w

e w
ere 

n
ot goin

g to com
e togeth

er,” said Ian
 C

ooke, w
h

o h
as been

 servin
g on

 
th

e Pan
el for N

epR
W

A
.

T
h

e Pan
el plan

n
ed to fi n

alize its report to th
e Legislatu

re by th
e en

d 
of 2006. T

h
e in

itial im
petu

s for th
e pan

el grew
 ou

t of an
 effort by 

som
e w

ater su
ppliers to h

ave th
e Legislatu

re overtu
rn

 th
e policy. 

“It is u
n

clear w
h

at th
e Legislatu

re w
ill do w

ith
 th

e report n
ow

,” said 
C

ooke. “I w
ou

ld n
ot be at all su

rprised to see w
ater su

ppliers ask th
e 

legislatu
re to overtu

rn
 th

e policy again
 in

 th
e n

ew
 year, bu

t to m
y 

m
in

d, th
e expert testim

ony presen
ted to th

e Pan
el on

ly bolstered th
e 

case for an
 aggressive stan

ce on
 w

ater con
servation

. W
h

eth
er you

 
w

an
t to protect rivers, h

old dow
n

 w
ater bills, or en

su
re th

at E
astern

 
M

ass h
as w

ater for econ
om

ic developm
en

t over th
e n

ext 20 years, you
 

n
eed to m

ake existin
g w

ater su
pplies stretch

 farth
er.”

Today, on
ly abou

t 
5%

 of th
e rivers in

 
M

assachu
setts are 

kn
ow

n
 to be fu

lly 
m

eetin
g state su

rface 
w

ater qu
ality stan

dards. 
T

h
e state D

epartm
en

t 
of E

nviron
m

en
tal 

P
rotection

 (D
E

P
) is n

ot 
even

 m
on

itorin
g a large 

percen
tage of ou

r rivers 
an

d stream
s (th

e on
ly m

on
itorin

g in
 th

e N
epon

set W
atersh

ed 
is don

e by N
epR

W
A

). T
hu

s th
e D

E
P

 h
as little real data on

 
w

h
at pollu

tan
ts—

particu
larly toxic pollu

tan
ts—

are presen
t, 

m
u

ch
 less w

h
ere th

ey com
e from

.

O
n

e im
portan

t pollu
tion

 sou
rce in

 M
assachu

setts w
atersh

eds 
m

ay be sew
age th

at is in
adequ

ately treated at a publicly ow
ned 

treatm
ent plant (P

O
T

W
) before bein

g disch
arged in

to a river. 
Pollu

tan
ts th

at a P
O

T
W

 does not rem
ove can

 con
tam

in
ate 

th
e receivin

g w
aterbody. W

hy m
igh

t a P
O

T
W

 n
ot rem

ove all 
pollu

tan
ts? A

 P
O

T
W

 m
ay n

ot rem
ove in

du
strial ch

em
icals 

th
at it is u

n
aw

are are bein
g pu

m
ped in

to th
e sew

er. For th
is 

reason
, it’s im

portan
t th

at P
O

T
W

s be in
form

ed of—
an

d are 
able to treat—

all ch
em

icals pu
m

ped in
to th

e sew
er system

.

For at least 30 years, D
E

P
 regu

lation
s h

ave requ
ired perm

its 
for all in

du
strial an

d com
m

ercial sew
er u

sers as w
ell as for 

residen
tial u

sers w
h

o disch
arge 15,000 gallons per day (gpd) 

or m
ore sew

age.

Su
dden

ly, w
ith

 3 m
on

th
s rem

ain
in

g before a n
ew

 G
overn

or 
w

ou
ld be sw

orn
 in

, th
e R

om
n

ey A
dm

in
istration

 proposed 
elim

in
atin

g state perm
ittin

g for 90%
 of sew

er u
sers, alon

g 
w

ith
 th

e righ
t of th

e pu
blic to review

 draft perm
its. U

n
der th

e 
proposal, on

ly th
e very largest disch

argers w
ou

ld still n
eed 

perm
its, regard

less of th
e level of toxicity of th

eir w
astew

ater. 
A

 m
ediu

m
-sized ch

em
ical m

an
u

factu
rer or a n

ew
 su

bdivision
 

of u
p to 150 th

ree-bedroom
 h

ou
ses w

ou
ld n

o lon
ger h

ave to 
get state approval to tie in

to th
e sew

er system
. Even

 w
orse, th

e 
few

 w
h

o w
ou

ld still h
ave to fi le a perm

it application
, w

ou
ld 

receive th
eir perm

its au
tom

atically if D
E

P
 failed to act on

 it 
w

ith
in

 45 days.

D
E

P
 claim

ed th
at sin

ce all sew
age is u

ltim
ately treated by a 

P
O

T
W

 before bein
g disch

arged in
to ou

r su
rface w

aters, state 
perm

ittin
g is ju

st redu
n

dan
t of th

e review
 provided by local 

sew
er departm

en
ts an

d P
O

T
W

s th
em

selves. Fortu
n

ately, 
N

epR
W

A’s A
dvocacy D

irector, Steve Pearlm
an

, h
ad w

orked 
at D

E
P

 for 17 years an
d kn

ew
 th

at com
preh

en
sive review

 of 
sew

er disch
arges by local treatm

en
t plan

t staff is a fi ction
. A

n
d 

h
e kn

ew
 th

at D
E

P
 kn

ew
 it is a fi ction

. Steve poin
ted ou

t th
at:

o
 

P
O

T
W

s are on
ly requ

ired by D
E

P
 an

d by th
e federal E

PA
 

to assess sew
age for specifi ed pollu

tan
ts. M

any very toxic 
ch

em
icals m

ay be “passin
g th

rou
gh” a P

O
T

W
 u

n
treated w

ith
 

n
obody even

 testin
g for th

em
.    

o
 

D
E

P
’s ow

n
 w

astew
ater staff h

as con
clu

ded th
at m

any if n
ot 

m
ost P

O
T

W
s are n

ot fu
lly com

plyin
g w

ith
 environ

m
en

tal 

requ
irem

en
ts. A

lth
ou

gh
 D

E
P

 h
as for years h

ad th
e au

th
ority 

to “delegate” its perm
ittin

g au
th

ority to com
p

eten
t P

O
T

W
s, 

w
ith

 th
e exception

 of M
W

R
A

 it h
as n

ever don
e so. T

hu
s D

E
P

’s 
con

fi den
ce in

 th
e abilities of P

O
T

W
s is really n

ot very h
igh

.

M
ost im

portan
tly, Steve kn

ew
 th

at D
E

P
 h

ad violated th
e 

M
assachu

setts E
nviron

m
en

tal P
rotection

 A
ct (M

E
PA

) w
ith

 its 
proposed regu

latory ch
an

ges, an
d th

at D
E

P
 n

o lon
ger h

ad th
e 

tim
e to com

ply before th
e R

om
n

ey A
dm

in
istration

 left offi ce 
on

 Jan
u

ary 4
th. M

E
PA

 requ
ires review

 of proposed regu
lation

s 
th

at w
ou

ld “sign
ifi can

tly redu
ce stan

dards for environ
m

en
tal 

protection” or “opportu
n

ities for pu
blic participation

 in
 

perm
it review

.” Steve en
listed law

yers from
 th

e C
on

servation
 

Law
 Fou

n
dation

 (C
LF is th

e grou
p th

at su
ed th

e State to 
clean

 u
p B

oston
 H

arbor), N
ew

 E
n

glan
d P

u
blic E

m
ployees for 

E
nviron

m
en

tal R
espon

sibility (P
E

E
R

) an
d th

e M
assachu

setts 
A

ssociation
 of C

on
servation

 C
om

m
ission

s (M
A

C
C

) an
d 

th
reaten

ed to stop th
e n

ew
 ru

les in
 cou

rt if D
E

P
 didn’t 

su
bstan

tially revise th
em

. K
n

ow
in

g th
at su

ch
 a law

su
it w

ou
ld 

likely su
cceed, D

E
P

 agreed to n
egotiate.  

In
 total, 16 environ

m
en

tal an
d w

atersh
ed organ

ization
s, 

in
clu

din
g M

assachu
setts A

u
du

bon
 Society an

d th
e Sierra 

C
lu

b, join
ed N

epR
W

A
 in

 dem
an

din
g ch

an
ges in

 th
e 

proposed ru
les. T

h
e m

ost im
portan

t issu
e w

as en
su

rin
g 

th
at D

E
P

 be in
form

ed of any dan
gerou

s levels of toxics th
at 

in
du

stries m
igh

t in
trodu

ce in
to th

e sew
ers. D

E
P

 can
 u

se th
is 

in
form

ation
 as n

ecessary to set disch
arge lim

its an
d pre-

treatm
en

t requ
irem

en
ts for problem

atic in
du

stries.

A
n

 agreem
en

t w
as fi n

ally reach
ed betw

een
 N

epR
W

A
 an

d D
E

P
 

fou
r days before th

e deadlin
e for fi n

alizin
g th

e regu
lation

s. 
A

m
on

g oth
er con

cession
s, D

E
P

:

1.   D
ropped th

e proposal to au
tom

atically issu
e perm

its if it failed 
to act on

 an
 application

 w
ith

in
 a sp

ecifi c tim
e;

2.   R
estored pu

blic participation
 to th

e perm
ittin

g process; 

3.   C
larifi ed th

at, w
ith

 good cau
se, it can

 m
ake any sew

er u
ser fi le a 

perm
it application

 even
 if su

ch
 u

ser is oth
erw

ise exem
pted by 

regu
lation

;

4.   R
equ

ired m
ore in

du
strial disch

argers to obtain
 perm

its or 
“certify” th

eir com
plian

ce w
ith

 D
E

P
 ru

les every 5 years; an
d 

5.   R
equ

ired in
du

stries su
ch

 as m
an

u
factu

rers, carpet clean
ers, 

garages, an
d laboratories to report toxic sew

er disch
arges to 

D
E

P
 an

d to th
eir P

O
T

W
s.

O
n

 th
e n

egative side, th
e great m

ajority of sew
er disch

argers 
w

ill be exem
pt from

 perm
ittin

g, an
d D

E
P

 w
as allow

ed to 
ign

ore M
E

PA
 fi lin

g requ
irem

en
ts in

 th
is case. A

ll in
 all, 

th
ou

gh
, Steve’s h

ard w
ork an

d coalition
-bu

ildin
g resu

lted in
 

regu
lation

s th
at w

ill be m
u

ch
 m

ore protective of w
ater qu

ality 
th

an
 D

E
P

 h
ad origin

ally proposed.  C
ontact Steve Pearlm

an for 
m

ore inform
ation at 781-575-0354 or pearlm

an@
neponset.org.

NepRW
A Leads 17 Environm

ental Groups Against DEP W
astew

ater Proposals

Quincy Riverw
alk, from

 page 1
isolated properties w

ou
ld on

ly resu
lt in

 a poorly design
ed 

path
 w

ith
 varyin

g w
idth

s, bu
ildin

g m
aterials, an

d 
am

en
ities.  

For th
is reason

, th
e M

ayor’s offi ce decided to h
elp develop 

th
e rou

te an
d set design

 stan
dards for th

e R
iverw

alk. 
M

ayor P
h

elan
 h

as also prom
ised to join

 u
s in

 askin
g oth

er 
N

epon
set w

aterfron
t lan

dow
n

ers for easem
en

ts across 
th

eir properties to accom
m

odate th
e R

iverw
alk. N

epR
W

A
 

tru
ly appreciates th

e M
ayor’s efforts, an

d is h
opefu

l 
th

at th
ey w

ill lead to th
e developm

en
t of an

 in
tegrated 

an
d vital n

ew
 attraction

 alon
g Q

u
in

cy’s N
epon

set R
iver 

w
aterfron

t.

For m
ore inform

ation, contact Steve Pearlm
an at 

pearlm
an@

neponset.org, 781-575-0354.

Buckm
aster Pond, from

 page 1
w

ater, th
e Tow

n
 of N

orw
ood an

n
ou

n
ced th

at th
e project m

ay n
ot go 

forw
ard as a resu

lt of th
e added cost. Sh

ortly th
ereafter, th

e M
W

R
A

 
an

n
ou

n
ced plan

s to design
 a n

ew
 redu

n
dan

t pipelin
e th

at w
ou

ld 
provide a backu

p for N
orw

ood an
d several oth

er area tow
n

s. G
iven

 
th

ese developm
en

ts, th
e fu

tu
re of th

e proposal is u
n

clear. N
epR

W
A

 
w

ill con
tin

u
e to w

ork to en
su

re th
at appropriate environ

m
en

tal 
protection

s are in
corporated in

to all w
ater su

pply perm
ittin

g 
decision

s in
 th

e N
epon

set V
alley.

Bill Guenther, Environm
ental Scientist

B
ill G

u
en

th
er recen

tly join
ed th

e N
epR

W
A

 staff as E
nviron

m
en

tal 
Scien

tist. B
ill’s academ

ic an
d w

ork focu
s h

as been
 aqu

atic ecology, 
as w

ell as fi sh
eries an

d th
eir role in

 th
e overall h

ealth
 of ecosystem

s. 
B

ill is cu
rren

tly fi n
ish

in
g h

is M
aster of Scien

ce in
 B

iology at th
e State 

U
n

iversity of N
ew

 York—
B

rockport. H
is th

esis w
ork focu

ses on
 algal 

toxin
s an

d th
eir fate in

 freshw
ater environ

m
en

ts. B
ill h

as a B
S in

 
E

nviron
m

en
tal Scien

ce w
ith

 a con
cen

tration
 in

 A
qu

atic E
cology also 

from
 SU

N
Y

 C
ollege at B

rockport. A
n

 avid an
gler, B

ill h
as spen

t th
e 

last 10 years in
 u

pstate N
ew

 York, fi sh
in

g for everyth
in

g from
 carp an

d 
yellow

 perch
 to m

u
sky an

d ch
in

ook salm
on

. H
e is lookin

g forw
ard 

to experien
cin

g all th
e fi sh

in
g opportu

n
ities th

at M
assachu

setts h
as 

to offer, especially th
e striper an

d blu
efi sh

. In
 addition

 to fi sh
in

g, B
ill 

en
joys cam

pin
g an

d can
oein

g. C
ontact B

ill at guenther@
neponset.org.


