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wat • er • shed (n): 1. the area of land draining into a particular 
body of water
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More Greenway!
Plans to extend the 
Neponset River Greenway 
continue to progress. 

The MA Department 
of Conservation & 
Recration (DCR) recently 
held a public meeting to 
receive feedback on three 
prospective designs for 
the extended greenway. 
All three designs include 
a continuous trail – an 
aspect strongly supported 
by the public. One of the 
designs includes a trail 
that is all on-road; another 
includes an off-road trail 
in addition to side trails 
and implements only a 
little reservation of land 
as conservation area; and 
the third design includes a 
continuous off-road trail 
while also strengthening 
the conservation corridor 
(e.g. by reinforcing 
conservation land, calling 
for areas to be cleaned-up, 
and proposing habitat 
improvements). Another 
public meeting will occur 
in June to present the fi nal 
greenway master plan. 

Upon completion of 
the master plan, the 
DCR will seek funds for 
construction. For more 
information on this 
project, contact Cathy 
Garnett, DCR Neponset 
Planner, 617-626-1443.

Since 1997, the C
itizen’s W

ater M
onitoring N

etw
ork (C

W
M

N
, 

pronounced “sw
im

m
in”) has been the cornerstone of N

epR
W

A’s 
efforts to m

onitor w
ater quality, increase stakeholder involvem

ent 
and im

prove general understanding of the N
eponset R

iver 
W

atershed. C
W

M
N

 provides a substantial database of w
ater 

quality inform
ation and focuses corrective actions to com

bat 
w

ater quality issues. 

A
pproxim

ately 50 C
W

M
N

 volunteers take w
ater quality sam

ples 
at designated sites once every other m

onth. Sam
ples are then 

analyzed in-house or at one of N
epR

W
A’s partner organizations, 

such as Suffolk U
niversity or the M

assachusetts W
ater R

esources 
A

uthority. R
esulting data is stored as a record of w

ater quality.

R
ecent developm

ents in the C
W

M
N

 program
 include:

•   R
e-w

riting the Q
uality A

ssurance Project P
lan (Q

A
P

P
) that governs 

project operations. O
ne im

portant change is the replacem
ent of fecal 

coliform
 w

ith the bacteria E. coli as a favored indicator organism
 

for w
ater quality standards. T

he Q
A

P
P

 appendices have also been 
review

ed and updated.

•   M
odifying procedures and m

etrics for quality control, data analysis 
and storage, to ensure quality of the results and to m

ake results 
easier to interpret (visit w

w
w

.neponset.org/C
W

M
N

R
esults.htm

).

•   C
onverting com

m
unications w

ith volunteers alm
ost entirely to 

em
ail, allow

ing better data form
at at reduced cost.

•   Establishm
ent of laboratory facilities at Suffolk U

niversity and 
U

M
ass B

oston to test and count E. coli, and possibly also to test for 
Enterococcus, a preferred indicator in saline environm

ents.

•   G
rant-funded bacterial sam

pling for eight sites in B
oston and 

M
ilton. T

he fi rst sam
ples w

ere taken in M
arch and indicate low

 
levels of E. coli in P

ine Tree B
rook and M

other B
rook, but higher 

levels in the m
ainstem

 N
eponset.

•   C
uts in the am

ount of analytical services provided by M
W

R
A

.

•   U
pcom

ing decisions about changes to the num
ber of sites to be 

sam
pled, param

eters to be tested and sam
pling events per year.

•   D
iscontinuation of fi eld pH

 m
easurem

ent in favor of in-house 
m

easurem
ents because of the expense and tim

e associated w
ith pH

 
m

eter m
aintenance.

•   U
pcom

ing refresher training for volunteers to prepare for bacterial 
sam

pling. Trainings w
ill be held in A

pril &
 M

ay, prior to sam
pling.

N
epR

W
A

 is stream
lining efforts and increasing in-house and 

partners’ capabilities in order to to com
pensate for budget-cutting. 

To contribute to or volunteer for C
W

M
N

, please contact Peter 
C

handonait at 781 575-0354.

Updates for NepRW
A’s Citizen W

ater M
onitoring Netw

ork Program (CW
M

N)

Neponset Dams & Culverts, Oh M
y!

N
epR

W
A’s Volunteer D

am
 A

ssessm
ent Project has recently com

e 
to a close, having produced data that w

ill im
prove N

epR
W

A’s 
understanding of local dam

s and culverts and how
 they affect 

the N
eponset W

atershed’s health. T
he data w

ill also strengthen 
the dam

s database of the M
assachusetts O

ffi ce of D
am

 Safety. 

T
he D

am
 A

ssessm
ent project began in Fall 2004 via a 

partnership w
ith the M

assachusetts R
iverw

ays Program
 and a 

goal to com
pile a com

prehensive inventory of all m
an-m

ade 
barriers to the passage of fi sh and other aquatic life in the 
N

eponset R
iver W

atershed. 

T
he fi rst leg of the project focused on the East B

ranch of the 
N

eponset R
iver and its tributaries. Volunteers docum

ented 
the physical characteristics and conditions of dam

s in C
anton, 

Stoughton and Sharon. In Fall 2005, Project M
anager A

ndy 
Leahy began guiding volunteers to docum

ent the location and 
condition of dam

s and culverts (structures that allow
 stream

s to 
pass under roads) in the rem

aining 11 W
atershed tow

ns.

It w
as found that larger dam

s and dam
s that are easily visible 

from
 roads and trails usually w

ere already docum
ented in the 

M
A

 O
ffi ce of D

am
 Safety’s database. H

ow
ever, plenty of dam

s 
w

ere not recorded in the database. Som
e of these structures 

are over 8 feet high, in very residential areas, and in visibly 
poor shape. M

any previously undocum
ented dam

s are also 
sm

all – four feet high or less, im
pounding stream

s in relatively 
inaccessible areas. U

ltim
ately, the D

am
 A

ssessm
ent project 

recorded 23 previously “unknow
n” dam

s and over 100 culverts. 
T

he R
iverw

ays Program
 w

ill use the D
am

 A
ssessm

ent data to 
identify potential structures for rem

oval in order to reconnect 
fragm

ented habitat. 

N
epR

W
A

 extends a big thank you to all of the volunteers w
ho 

assessed dam
s and culverts for the Volunteer 

D
am

 A
ssessm

ent project, and to A
ndy Leahy, 

our hardw
orking and dedicated Project 

M
anager w

ho recently com
pleted his tenure 

at N
epR

W
A

.



Key Environm
ental Votes in Legislature:  Act Now

!
N

epR
W

A
 u

rges readers to con
tact state Sen

ators abou
t th

e B
lu

e H
ills 

w
etlan

ds restoration
. T

h
e M

W
R

A
 recen

tly drain
ed th

e 16-acre B
lu

e 
H

ills reservoir w
ith

 plan
s to bu

ild con
crete tan

ks to h
old a on

e-day 
em

ergen
cy su

pply of w
ater, m

ostly for Q
u

in
cy. B

y elim
in

atin
g 8.7 

acres of clean
 op

en
 w

ater, th
e proposed storage tan

ks w
ill produ

ce 
th

e largest n
et loss of w

etlan
ds sin

ce 1990. Su
ch

 an
 assau

lt on
 th

e 
state’s “n

o n
et loss” of w

etlan
ds policy im

perils w
etlan

ds th
rou

gh
ou

t 
th

e state. C
on

tact you
r Sen

ator or R
epresen

tative at 617-722-2000 
(ask for th

em
 by n

am
e); an

d/or e-m
ail R

epresen
tatives at 

fi rstn
am

elastn
am

e@
H

ou
.State.m

a.u
s or Sen

ators at 
fi rstn

am
e.lastn

am
e@

state.m
a.u

s. Iden
tify th

em
 at: 

w
w

w
.m

ass.gov/legis/citytow
n

.h
tm

. For oth
er legislation

 of 
environ

m
en

tal im
portan

ce, visit: 
w

w
w

.environ
m

en
talleagu

e.org/Issu
es/W

ater/Issu
es_W

ater.h
tm

l. 

To get regu
larly in

form
ed abou

t key state govern
m

en
t 

environ
m

en
tal proposals of con

cern
 to N

epR
W

A
, con

tact 
rocklen

@
n

epon
set.org.

N
epRW

A’s Spring Annual M
eeting

It’s alm
ost tim

e for N
epR

W
A’s Sprin

g A
n

n
u

al M
eetin

g, 
w

h
ere you’ll en

joy a lively presen
tation

 by ou
r distin

gu
ish

ed 
Featu

red Speaker, taste deliciou
s food &

 experien
ce great 

com
pany. C

h
eck w

w
w

.n
epon

set.org for th
e latest details!

Have a Little Tim
e?

W
ith

 ju
st a little free tim

e, you
 can

 m
ake a big im

pact! 
N

epR
W

A
 n

eeds volu
n

teer h
elp arou

n
d th

e offi ce an
d 

th
e w

atersh
ed. C

on
tact C

arly to learn
 m

ore abou
t th

e 
opportu

n
ities below

: 781-575-0354, rocklen
@

n
epon

set.org.

A
 regu

lar th
in

g arou
n

d
 th

e offi ce…
 If you

 can
 spare at 

least 1 h
ou

r on
ce a m

on
th

 or m
ore on

 a regu
lar basis, 

w
e h

ave m
any th

in
gs you

 can
 h

elp w
ith

! From
 m

an
agin

g 
w

ater qu
ality data to preparin

g m
ailin

gs, m
ain

tain
in

g 
w

ater-testin
g equ

ipm
en

t to preparin
g for C

W
M

N
....

A
n

 irregu
lar th

in
g…

 N
ot ready to m

ake it a regu
lar 

activity bu
t w

illin
g to con

sider h
elpin

g ou
t on

 w
eekdays 

w
h

en
 a project calls for “all h

an
ds on

 deck”? A
dd you

r 
n

am
e to ou

r list an
d w

h
en

 a project calls for m
u

ltiple 
volu

n
teers, w

e’ll e-m
ail you

!

In
 th

e fi eld
…

 N
epR

W
A

 is also alw
ays lookin

g for h
elp 

w
ith

 projects ou
tside th

e offi ce, for exam
ple, a volu

n
teer 

gard
en

er to spen
d a few

 h
ou

rs a year h
elpin

g to m
ain

tain
 

ou
r dem

on
stration

 rain
 garden

; a d
rop

-off coord
in

a-
tor for th

e C
an

ton
 w

ater-testin
g drop-off location

 (1-2 
h

ou
rs every oth

er m
on

th
); volu

n
teers to h

elp su
rvey 

spots w
h

ere stream
s an

d roads in
tersect; an

d volu
n

teers 
to m

an
 a N

ep
R

W
A

 b
ooth

 at local even
ts.

Healthy Com
m

unities Volunteer O
pportunity

T
h

is su
m

m
er an

d fall, h
elp N

epR
W

A
 m

on
itor pipes 

th
at en

d on
 th

e ban
ks of th

e Low
er N

epon
set R

iver by 
M

attapan
, H

yde Park an
d M

ilton
. A

ll w
h

o are in
terested, 

con
tact C

arly: 781-575-0354, rocklen
@

n
epon

set.org.

Sum
m

er W
ater Quality Internships

N
epR

W
A

 is seekin
g volu

n
teer W

ater Q
u

ality In
tern

s to h
elp 

w
ith

 a variety of w
ater-testin

g projects. In
tern

s w
ill gain

 
h

an
ds-on

 experien
ce collectin

g sam
ples, trackin

g dow
n

 
pollu

tion
 sou

rces, m
an

agin
g data, m

ain
tain

in
g equ

ipm
en

t 
an

d w
orkin

g w
ith

 C
W

M
N

 volu
n

teers. In
tern

s w
ill get a 

fi rst-h
an

d feel for w
h

at it’s like to w
ork in

 a bu
sy n

on
profi t 

environ
m

en
tal organ

ization
. T

h
is is a great opportu

n
ity 

for an
 u

n
dergradu

ate con
tem

platin
g a career in

 th
e 

environ
m

en
tal scien

ces or for a m
otivated h

igh
 sch

ool 
sen

ior. T
h

e sch
edu

le is fl exible, bu
t in

tern
s m

u
st com

m
it to 

w
orkin

g at least eigh
t h

ou
rs/w

eek, for at least eigh
t w

eeks. 
To learn

 m
ore, con

tact Peter C
h

an
don

ait, E
nviron

m
en

tal 
Scien

tist: 781-575-0354, ch
an

don
ait@

n
epon

set.org. To 
apply, sen

d you
r resu

m
e an

d a cover letter describin
g w

h
at 

you
 h

ope to gain
 from

 an
 in

tern
sh

ip, w
hy you

 are a good 
can

didate, an
d a proposed sch

edu
le, to Peter.

Get Active with NepRW
A

Neponset River Revival Events
T

h
e M

A
 R

iverw
ays P

rogram
, a division

 of th
e M

A
 

D
ept. of Fish

 &
 G

am
e, is organ

izin
g even

ts to brin
g 

people of th
e Low

er N
epon

set to th
e 

R
iver! For m

ore even
t in

form
ation

, 
con

tact G
abrielle Stebbin

s at 
R

iverw
ays: 617-626-1595.

Sat., M
ay 6:   Sp

rin
g Sp

aw
n

in
g Fish

 R
u

n
s in

 th
e 

N
ep

on
set R

iver. C
om

e see th
e critters th

at call th
e 

N
epon

set R
iver an

d E
stu

ary “h
om

e.” A
n

 in
door 

presen
tation

 by Fish
eries biologist B

rad C
h

ase w
ill 

kick-off th
e ou

tdoor exploration
 session

. 10:30A
M

, 
M

ilton
 Yach

t C
lu

b, 25 W
h

arf St., M
ilton

.

Tu
es., M

ay 9:   N
ep

on
set R

iver R
estoration

: W
h

ere 
A

re W
e N

ow
? H

ear th
is overview

 of th
e issu

es 
affectin

g th
e N

epon
set R

iver, given
 by R

iverw
ays 

R
estoration

 P
lan

n
er T

im
 P

u
rin

ton
, M

A
 D

ept. of 
Fish

 &
 G

am
e. 7:30-8:00P

M
, M

ilton
 Tow

n
 O

ffi ce 
B

u
ildin

g, 525 C
an

ton
 A

ve., M
ilton

.

T
h

u
rs., M

ay 11:   Sed
im

en
t C

on
tam

in
ation

: 
R

eview
 of Fin

d
in

gs. R
ob B

reau
lt of th

e U
n

ited 
States G

eological Su
rvey h

as been
 stu

dyin
g 

N
epon

set R
iver sedim

en
t for years. N

ow
’s you

r 
ch

an
ce to learn

 from
 h

im
 abou

t w
h

at is in
 th

e 
R

iver’s depth
s! 6:30P

M
, H

yde Park Library - W
eld 

H
all, 35 H

arvard A
ve., H

yde Park.

Sat., M
ay 20:   O

n
 th

e R
iver: C

an
oein

g for First-
T

im
ers. ‘N

ever been
 on

 th
e N

epon
set? C

om
e see 

th
e R

ice Islan
ds from

 a special fl oatin
g perch

. 
B

egin
n

er an
d experien

ced can
oeists are w

elcom
e. 

Trips at 10A
M

, 12P
M

 &
 2 P

M
. C

all 617-626-1595 
to reserve you

r space. M
eet at R

yan
 P

laygrou
n

d 
Parkin

g Lot, R
iver St., M

attapan
.

Tu
es., M

ay 23:   R
elics &

 R
ivers: D

ism
an

tlin
g 

D
am

s in
 N

ew
 E

n
glan

d
, a fi lm

 &
 discu

ssion
. M

any 
N

ew
 E

n
glan

d com
m

u
n

ities are ch
oosin

g to rem
ove 

th
eir agin

g, obsolete dam
s. Learn

 from
 M

ath
ias 

C
ollin

s of th
e N

ation
al O

cean
ic &

 A
tm

osph
eric 

A
dm

in
istration

 abou
t h

ow
 com

m
u

n
ities h

ave 
en

gaged in
 th

e dam
 rem

oval process. 7:00P
M

, 
U

n
qu

ity H
ou

se D
in

in
g H

all, 30 C
u

rtis R
d., M

ilton
.

T
h

u
rs., Ju

n
e 1:   N

ep
on

set R
iver R

evival Fin
ale! 

Jim
 M

acB
room

, a n
ation

ally recogn
ized river 

restoration
 en

gin
eer, w

ill presen
t th

e resu
lts of 

h
is stu

dies on
 th

e N
epon

set R
iver. B

efore M
r. 

M
acB

room
’s presen

tation
, w

e w
ill view

 stu
den

t 
video docu

m
en

taries of in
terview

s w
ith

 N
epon

set 
R

iver n
eigh

bors. T
im

es: 6:00P
M

: T
h

e C
om

m
u

n
ity 

V
iew

: You
th

 E
nviron

m
en

tal C
lu

b V
ideo. 7:00P

M
: 

R
iver O

ption
s: Jam

es M
acB

room
, M

ilon
e &

 
M

acB
room

, In
c. H

yde Park C
om

m
u

n
ity C

en
ter, 

1179 R
iver St., H

yde Park.

M
ilone & M

acBroom
 to Study Low

er Neponset River
Even

 as you
 read this paragraph, investigation

s are con
tin

u
in

g in
to the 

N
epon

set R
iver’s health an

d the option
s for restorin

g it. 

A
 few

 w
eeks ago, the M

A
 R

iverw
ays P

rogram
 hired the fi rm

 M
ilon

e &
 

M
acB

room
, In

c. (M
M

I) to pick-u
p w

here the U
.S. A

rm
y C

orps of E
n

gin
eers’ 

2002 prelim
in

ary draft report “E
nviron

m
en

tal R
estoration

 R
eport an

d 
E

nviron
m

en
tal A

ssessm
en

t; N
epon

set R
iver Fish Passage an

d H
abitat 

R
estoration

 P
roject” left-off. M

M
I w

ill select a preferred altern
ative an

d 
m

an
agem

en
t strategy to achieve ecological restoration

 an
d con

tam
in

an
t 

rem
ediation

 at fou
r sites on

 the Low
er N

epon
set R

iver. T
hese sites in

clu
de 

the B
aker D

am
, the T

ileston
 an

d H
ollin

gsw
orth D

am
 (“T

&
H

”), the “ru
bble 

dam
” 0.27 m

iles dow
n

stream
 of T

&
H

, an
d the M

W
R

A
 u

tility pipe crossin
g 

at M
on

pon
set St. T

he stretch of river exten
ds from

 T
&

H
 dow

n
stream

 to the 
B

aker D
am

 at A
dam

s St., M
ilton

. M
M

I w
ill presen

t its fi n
din

gs to the pu
blic 

in
 Ju

n
e (see sidebar).

T
he aim

 of M
M

I’s strategy w
ill be to im

prove u
pstream

 an
d dow

n
stream

 
passage for residen

t an
d diadrom

ou
s fi sh (species that regu

larly m
igrate 

betw
een

 freshw
ater an

d saltw
ater), restore riverin

e habitat, an
d rem

ediate 
riverin

e sedim
en

ts con
tam

in
ated w

ith polychlorin
ated biphenyls (P

C
B

s), 
polycyclic arom

atic hydrocarbon
s an

d heavy m
etals. In

 the strategy selection
 

process, M
M

I w
ill review

 data, do fi eld recon
n

aissan
ce an

d sedim
en

t 
sam

plin
g, an

d con
sider cu

ltu
ral an

d biological ben
efi ts of the variou

s 
restoration

 m
ethods. A

qu
atic habitat, shorelin

e an
d vegetation

 habitat w
ill 

be exam
in

ed, as w
ill grou

n
dw

ater gradien
ts, the chan

n
el’s geom

orphic 
characteristics, an

d the con
dition

, dim
en

sion
s an

d m
aterials of the dam

s an
d 

river obstru
ction

s.

For m
ore in

form
ation

 abou
t N

epon
set R

iver restoration
 an

d M
M

I’s w
ork, 

con
tact T

im
 P

u
rin

ton
 at R

iverw
ays: 617-626-1542.

DEP Com
prom

ises on W
ater Conservation Standards

In
 A

pril 2004, th
e M

A
 D

ept. of E
nviron

m
en

tal P
rotection

 (D
E

P
) issu

ed a 
n

ew
 Policy requ

irin
g certain

 pu
blic w

ater su
ppliers to in

stitu
te strict w

ater 
con

servation
 m

easu
res if th

eir cu
rren

t w
ater u

se w
as in

 excess of w
h

at th
e 

D
E

P
 deem

ed as n
ecessary. T

h
e Policy applies to w

ater su
ppliers w

h
o w

ith
-

draw
 grou

n
dw

ater pu
rsu

an
t to a W

ater M
an

agem
en

t A
ct perm

it. 

T
h

e reaction
 of m

any w
ater su

ppliers to th
e n

ew
 Policy w

as n
egative an

d 
an

gry.  State Legislative H
earin

gs w
ere h

eld in
 w

h
ich

 w
ater su

ppliers argu
ed 

for repeal or su
spen

sion
 of th

e Policy w
h

ile environ
m

en
talists, in

clu
din

g 
N

epR
W

A’s Ian
 C

ooke, argu
ed to retain

 it. Last Jan
u

ary, D
E

P
 cam

e u
p w

ith
 

com
prom

ise “G
u

idan
ce” w

h
ich

, w
h

ile n
ot perfect, N

epR
W

A
 view

s as a vic-
tory in

 ligh
t of th

e con
siderable political in

fl u
en

ce of m
u

n
icipalities. In

 th
e 

n
ew

 G
u

idan
ce, D

E
P

 h
as retain

ed its previou
s stan

dards allow
in

g n
o m

ore 
th

an
 65 R

esiden
tial G

allon
s Per C

apita per D
ay (R

G
P

C
D

) of w
ater u

se in
 

“h
igh

 an
d m

ediu
m

 stressed basin
s” an

d 80 R
G

P
C

D
 or less in

 “low
 stressed 

an
d u

n
assessed basin

s;” an
d U

n
accou

n
ted-for W

ater (U
A

W
) of 10%

 or 
less in

 h
igh

 or m
ediu

m
 stressed basin

s an
d 15%

 in
 low

 stressed/u
n

assessed 
basin

s.

D
esign

ation
s of stress level are m

ade by th
e M

A
 W

ater R
esou

rces 
C

om
m

ission
. T

h
e C

om
m

ission
 h

as design
ated n

on
e of th

e N
epon

set 
W

atersh
ed as h

igh
 stressed an

d on
ly th

e u
pper N

epon
set as m

ediu
m

 
stressed. N

epR
W

A
 does n

ot agree w
ith

 th
e N

epon
set W

atersh
ed 

design
ation

s an
d w

ill w
ork to revise th

em
. If, h

ow
ever, a m

u
n

icipality is in
 

m
ore th

an
 on

e w
atersh

ed (e.g., th
e N

epon
set an

d th
e C

h
arles or Tau

n
ton

 
W

atersh
ed), it m

u
st m

eet th
e stan

dards applyin
g to th

e m
ost stressed 

...Continued, Page 3

DEP Conservation Standards, from
 page 2

w
atersh

ed. T
hu

s th
e follow

in
g N

epon
set com

m
u

n
ities are 

con
sidered as m

ediu
m

 stressed an
d m

u
st m

eet th
e stricter stan

dards: 
D

over, Foxborou
gh

, M
edfi eld, Sh

aron
, Stou

gh
ton

 an
d W

alpole. 
T

h
e low

er stan
dards apply in

 C
an

ton
, D

edh
am

 an
d W

estw
ood. 

O
th

er N
epon

set com
m

u
n

ities h
ave n

o w
ater w

ith
draw

al perm
its 

an
d thu

s are exem
pt. C

u
rren

tly, on
ly D

edh
am

 an
d W

estw
ood 

m
eet both

 D
E

P
 stan

dards. Sh
aron

 m
eets th

e residen
tial w

ater u
se 

stan
dard. Stou

gh
ton

 an
d C

an
ton

 m
eet th

e u
n

accou
n

ted for w
ater 

u
se stan

dard.

In
 th

e n
ew

 G
u

idan
ce, D

E
P

 h
as given

 affected m
u

n
icipalities 2 years 

to com
e in

to com
plian

ce, an
d w

ill allow
 tow

n
s in

 h
igh

/m
ediu

m
 

stressed basin
s an

 addition
al th

ree years if th
ey u

se n
o m

ore th
an

 
72 R

G
P

C
D

, h
ave n

o m
ore th

an
 15%

 U
A

W
, an

d are im
plem

en
tin

g a 
plan

 to reach
 fu

ll com
plian

ce w
ith

in
 th

ree years. For tow
n

s in
 h

igh
 

an
d m

ediu
m

 stressed basin
s, D

E
P

 also loosen
ed its ru

les on
 su

m
m

er 
n

on
essen

tial w
ater u

ses (i.e., u
ses th

at are n
ot requ

ired for h
ealth

 or 
safety, farm

in
g or to m

eet th
e core fu

n
ction

s of a bu
sin

ess). U
n

der 
th

e origin
al Policy, su

ch
 tow

n
s h

ad to lim
it ou

tdoor w
aterin

g to 
h

an
d-h

eld h
oses w

h
en

 stream
 fl ow

s fell below
 U

S Fish
 &

 W
ildlife 

stan
dards. U

n
der th

e n
ew

 G
u

idan
ce, tow

n
s in

 m
ediu

m
 stressed 

basin
s are given

 tw
o option

s:

• 
O

p
tion

 1:  C
alen

d
ar Trigger. From

 M
ay 1 - Septem

ber 30, n
o 

n
on

essen
tial ou

tdoor w
ater u

se is allow
ed except for sprin

klers 
u

sed ou
tside th

e h
ou

rs of 9A
M

 - 5P
M

, u
p to tw

o days per 
w

eek.  H
ow

ever, if a declaration
 of a drou

gh
t level of “W

atch” 
or h

igh
er is declared by th

e state, tow
n

s ch
oosin

g O
ption

 1 
m

u
st ch

an
ge to O

ption
 2 (see below

) u
n

til th
e drou

gh
t w

atch
 

h
as en

ded.

• 
O

p
tion

 2:  Stream
 Flow

 Trigger. W
h

en
ever stream

fl ow
s fall 

below
 U

S Fish
 &

 W
ildlife stan

dards for th
ree con

secu
tive days 

from
 M

ay 1 - Septem
ber 30, n

o n
on

essen
tial ou

tdoor w
ater u

se 
is allow

ed except for sprin
klers u

sed ou
tside th

e h
ou

rs of 9A
M

 
– 5P

M
 u

p to on
e day per w

eek u
n

til stream
fl ow

s m
eet th

e 
stan

dards for seven
 con

secu
tive days.

T
h

is last ch
an

ge represen
ts th

e m
ost sign

ifi can
t w

eaken
in

g of th
e 

origin
al D

E
P

 Policy. For m
ore in

form
ation

, con
tact Steve Pearlm

an
, 

781-575-0354, pearlm
an

@
n

epon
set.org.


