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Water Conservation: A Hot Topic in State Government 

By Steve Perdios, Quincy Environmental Network
The Quincy Environmental Network (QEN) wants your help to 
bring the Community Preservation Act (CPA) to Quincy.

The Community Preservation Act is a tool designed to help 
communities preserve open space and historic sites, and to create 
affordable housing. The CPA provides a funding source for 
addressing these three community goals. 

A minimum of 10% of the annual revenues of the fund must be 
used for each of the three core community concerns: preservation 
of open space, preservation of historic sites, and creation of 
affordable housing. The remaining 70% can be allocated for any 
combination of the allowed uses, or for land for recreational use. 
This gives each community the opportunity to determine its 
priorities, plan for its future, and ensure it has the funds to make 
these plans happen. 

A property tax surcharge of not more than 3%, based on the 
assessed value of the home and property, would account for the 
local share generation of the CPA funding source. The state would 
then match this amount raised up to 100%. 

This legislation is a great way for communities to preserve open 
space and improve their residents’ quality of life while getting the 

State to pay for up to half of each project. If Quincy were to adopt 
the CPA, Neponset lands could also be positively affected. Several 
parcels along the Neponset River in Quincy are in jeopardy of 
development. Without a funding source to purchase some of this 
land, it is unlikely they will remain beautiful gems in the future.

A local ballot question must be passed in order to enact the CPA. 
After not gaining enough support from the City Council to put 
the CPA on the ballot for this November, QEN is looking towards 
the November 2006 election. They are looking for a 1% property 
tax increase which would amount to $26 per average home (fi rst 
$100,000 value of the home exempted), with exemptions for low-
income home owners and low- to moderate-income retired home 
owners. Much work lies ahead to get the CPA on the ballot and 
successfully accepted by voters. However, the benefi ts of bringing 
the CPA to Quincy would be remarkable.

To assist in the Quincy CPA effort, contact Steve Perdios: 
(617) 877-5975, admin@qenet.org. To learn more about the CPA, 
visit www.communitypreservation.org. 

QEN strives to coordinate and encourage the efforts of those who are 
concerned about, or have a responsibility to, the environment, in order 
to advocate for its protection and restoration. www.qenet.org.

The Executive Offi ce of Environmental Affairs (EOEA), the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and the 
Joint House and Senate Natural Resources Committee are all 
involved in controversial proposals to change water conservation 
standards. NepRWA has been deeply involved in these 
controversies, as well.

The most contentious issue concerns conservation standards 
applicable to water suppliers. Last year, DEP issued a “Guidance” 
telling water suppliers that all groundwater withdrawal permit 
renewals would require that they ensure residential water 
consumption of no more than 65 gallons per person per day in 
moderate and highly stressed watersheds (80 gallons per day in 
other watersheds), and that they institute strong lawn-watering 
restrictions whenever summer streamfl ows get too low. 

Many water suppliers reacted very negatively to this Guidance. 
DEP tried to accommodate them by allowing 5 years to come 
into full compliance and by also somewhat relaxing the outdoor 
watering standards. While NepRWA and other environmental 
groups opposed these changes, we also wanted to make sure 

the Guidance wasn’t scrapped entirely once the water suppliers 
went to Beacon Hill to try to do just that. Ian Cooke, Executive 
Director of NepRWA, was one of many who testifi ed at the 
Legislative Hearing. He noted that DEP’s requirements were 
easily achievable (2/3 of our communities are already down to 
65 gallons of water per day per person or less) and absolutely 
essential to conserving groundwater supplies as well as 
maintaining adequate streamfl ows. The fi nal resolution of this 
issue is unknown at this time.

DEP has also begun to address two other water conservation 
issues. DEP reconvened its Stormwater Advisory Committee in 
order to identify changes to its Stormwater Policy that would 
increase the amount of stormwater recharging groundwater. 
NepRWA is heavily involved in this process, with Steve Pearlman 
representing NepRWA at Committee 
meetings. DEP also recommended (with 
NepRWA’s support) eliminating the 
requirement under Title V that bars septic

 Continued, Page 3
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Reduce Toxic Chemical Use
By Leise Jones, Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow
The Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow is a statewide coalition of 
over 150 organizations, including Clean Water Action, MassPIRG 
and the Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition, working together to 
protect human health from toxic hazards. 

Scientifi c evidence increasingly links toxic chemicals with an 
epidemic of diseases and disorders, including asthma, cancers, 
learning disabilities, birth defects, Parkinson’s disease and others. 
People are exposed to toxic chemicals through cleaning products 
in our homes and workplaces, cosmetics on our skin and hair, 
carpeting and furniture in our homes, and a variety of other 
sources. These chemicals are widespread in our air, water, food, 
schools, workplaces, everyday use products and in our bodies.

Replacing toxic chemicals with safer alternatives is an easy and 
effective way to protect our health and environment. Fewer 
chemicals in household products will result in fewer chemicals 
washed down the drain and into the environment.

AHT supports legislation that calls for companies to use safer 
alternative for toxic chemicals. To learn more, contact Leise Jones: 
at 617-338-8131 or visit www.healthytomorrow.org.

Fall Fest Planning Committee
Christine Grady, Chair
Jayne DiCandio
Pete Jackson
Pam Kane
Mary Keally
Taber Keally
Paul Lauenstein
Kathy Roth

Karen Tracey

Volunteers
Alex Budnitz, invitation graphic 
design
Christine Meimarides, publicity
Douglas Holdridge, software 

management

Donor Businesses
AAA of Southern New England
Acapulco’s Mexican Family 
Restaurant Amyris Day Spa
Andrew J. Howard Insurance
Bay State Gas Co.
Bay State Wine & Spirits
Big Y Foods, Inc.
Boston Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning,
Boston by Foot
Boston Red Sox
Bread Winners Bakery & Cafe
Brookmeadow Country Club
Build-A-Bear Workshop
Butterfl y Place
Buttonwood Park Zoological 
Society
Captain Fishbones
Captain Forbes House Museum
Charles River Canoe & Kayak
Children’s Museum - Easton
Comcast Cable
Comedy Connection
Concord Museum
Curtain Closet

Dancing Deer Baking Co.
Davis’ Farmland & Mega Maze
DeCordova Museum
Dedham Savings Bank
Deland, Gibson Insurance 
Associates, Inc.
Discovery Museums
DoubleTree Boston Downtown 
Hotel
Ecotarium
Equal Exchange, Inc.
ETC Development
Financial Foundations, Inc.
Fritz Glass
Funway Cafe/Christina’s
Gallery in the Square
Glossa Engineering
Hale Reservation
Hayward Photography
Hearts & Stars Book Shop
Helen’s Hair Styling
Heritage Museums and Gardens
Home Depot
Institute of Contemporary Art
JFK Museum & Library
Kabloom
Keegan’s Norwood Jewelers
JLB Services
John C. Roche Real Estate
Madden Music Studio
Mandarin King
Massachusetts Audubon Society
Microsoft Corporation - New 
England
National Amusements
New England Patriots Charitable 
Fdn.
New England Pirate Museum
New England Wildfl ower Society
New Horizons Computer Learning 
Ctrs.
New Pond Kennels
Nicholas Christies Day Spa
North Shore Music Theatre
Norwood Country Club

Orpheum Theatre
Park Planning Associates
Peabody Essex Museum
People, Places, Plants Magazine
Poirier Sales & Service Corp.
Preservation Society of Newport 
County
Ragged Mountain Resort
REI - Hingham
Rhode Island Zoological Society/
Roger Williams Park Zoo
Shaws - Canton
Showcase and Multiplex Cinemas
Sky Restaurant
RMD Publishing
SoulWorks Coaching
Super Fitness Centers
Team Super Fitness
Toll Brothers
Triton Wash
Trustees of Reservations
Tweeter Center
Walpole Co-operative Bank
Walpole Footlighters
Walpole Wine & Spirits
Ward’s Berry Farm
Watson’s Candies
Will Sand/Canton

Zoo New England

Donor Individuals
Anonymous
Trisha & Brewse Barnard
David Barros
Tom Birmingham & Amy Killeen
Elise & Fred Brink
Jeanne-Marie & David Brookfi eld
Marie-Laure Brown
Donald Carow
Bill Costa,
Bettina Cottrell
Martha Curtis,
Steven & Nancy Davis
Paula Delafl or
Jayne DiCandio

Christine & Paul Grady
Gaye Tolan & Brad Hatfi eld
Pat Hogan
Doug & Barb Holdridge
Joseph Emmanuel Ingoldsby, ASLA,
Peter F. Jackson, ASLA
Walter Johnson
Jim Kaemmerlen
Taber & Mary Keally
Michael Kent
Diane Langley
Paul & Milton Lauenstein
Peter & Elaine Leahy
Bruce Lewis
Enid Lubarsky
Joan MacIsaac
Gail Martin
John Matsumuro
Brian McElroy
David & Kathy Melish
Anna Nosal
Tom Palmer
Benjamin & Barbara Phinney
Lilian Randall
Jo Remillard
Dr. & Mrs. John C. Robinson
Pixie Robinson & Tom Lewis
Kathy Roth & Dan Huse
Peter L. Sheridan
Amanda Sloan
Laura Stanton & Bob Mancini
Dr. Cathy D. Stern
Karen Tracey
Betty Ann Wasihunas
Susan Weaver
William & Eleanor Wenstrom
Elizabeth Wick
Ina Williamson
Ralph & Colleen Willmer
Tammy Yost- & Chris Fisher
Dr. Nicholas & Mrs. Thalia Zervas

RiverArt
From watercolors to oil paints, photography to outdoor 
environmental art installations, this year’s RiverArt: Plein Air Art of 
the Neponset juried art sale & exhibit offered up remarkable sights 
and new interpretations of the Neponset Watershed landscape. The 
RiverArt event is annually sponsored by NepRWA and the Forbes 
House Museum of Milton. 

This year’s subject matter ranged from the stone walls of old forts 
to busy streets, from farm markets to the Neponset salt marsh. 
All of the artwork was made outdoors, enabling artists to take 
advantage of special lighting on the landscape.

We would like to thank the following businesses for generously 
donating RiverArt prizes to the winning artists: The Camera 
Company of Norwood; Boston Frame Works of Canton, Mashpee, 
Boston & Cambridge; Corners of Norwood & North Attleboro; 
Frame-It Studio & Gallery of Milton & Plymouth; and The Village 
Gallery of Canton.

Please visit www.neponset.org/RiverArt.htm to learn who this 
year’s RiverArt winners are. We hope you’ll join us, next year! 

H20 Conservation: Hot Topic, from Page 1
system owners from repairing a septic system if sewers are nearby. 
Properly functioning septic systems recharge groundwater with 
fi ltered wastewater, rather than sending the wastewater outside the 
watershed (most commonly, to Boston Harbor), as sewers do.

Finally, the Executive Offi ce of Environmental Affairs has proposed 
an update in state Water Conservation Standards, including, for the 
fi rst time, standards applicable to lawn and landscape watering. The 
proposed Standards include the 65 gallons per person per day rule 
for residential water use that is subject to so much controversy at 
DEP (see above). While the proposed Standards are not mandatory, 
they do set targets that create the basis for regulations adopted 
by agencies like DEP. Again, NepRWA testifi ed at public hearings 
about the proposed changes, which we generally support.

Volunteer with CWMN
NepRWA is looking for 
volunteers to sample 
streams for the Citizen 
Water Monitoring Network 
(CWMN) program. 
Volunteers are needed to take 
water samples at: Mine Brook 
on Nebo St. in Medfi eld, on 
the Neponset River at South 

St. in Walpole, and at School Meadow Brook at Pine St. 
in Walpole.  Volunteers sample between 6AM and 8AM 
on the fourth Wednesday, every other month. Please 
contact Peter Chandonait to learn more: 781-575-0354, 
chandonait@neponset.org.

Uncover Dams!
NepRWA needs your help to 
update the Commonwealth’s 
database of dams and stream-
crossings in the Neponset 
River Watershed.

Help us investigate where 
local dams are and what 
shape they’re in. Your 
volunteer work will bring us 
one step closer to restoring 
the health of the Neponset 
River and its tributaries!

Due to our Watershed’s long history of human use, some 
dam sites are still unknown to the State. Such dams may 
have been overlooked by offi cials. Many local dams no 
longer serve their original purpose, and in fact stand as a 
barrier to wildlife and human movement. Because of the 
age of many of these dams, they are also a potential hazard 
to public safety and to the built environment. 

NepRWA is asking volunteers to walk a specifi ed length 
of stream, keeping an eye out for dams, and complete 
a questionnaire about the site. Volunteers already have 
discovered unlisted dams. There are more out there; help 
us fi nd them!

To learn more about being a Dam Assessment Volunteer, 
contact Andy: (781) 575-0354,  leahy@neponset.org.

It’s Prime Time to Get Active with NepRWA!
More than 125 people came together 
on a recent Friday evening to support 
NepRWA and to celebrate. Together. we 
bid on a remarkable variety of items, 
enjoyed the music of the Nite Flight 
Jazz Ensemble, and shared a delicious 

dinner—all to raise money for NepRWA’s 
environmental work. Old friends and 
new, young people and old, from around 
the Watershed, attended. NepRWA would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who helped to produce Fall Fest. 

Thank you for donating auction items, 
funds, and brainpower, and for attending! 
You helped us raise $10,000. We’d also 
like to extend a special thank you to the 
NepRWA friends listed below, for their 
hard workon Fall Fest and generosity.

Fall Fest Festivities

Photo Credit: Thomas Palmer & Carol Stocker

We’ve Moved!
On August 25, NepRWA moved  to

2173 Washington St., Canton, MA 02021, from 
490 Chapman St., Ste. One-B, Canton. However, all 

of our contact information remains the same. 
Please visit.


