SPRING IS HERE, AND IT IS TIME TO EXPLORE YOUR WATERSHED!
With 27 miles of river, over 50 lakes and ponds, and 1,000s of acres of open space, there’s lots to do.
Enjoy canoe trips, hikes, nature walks, bike trips, and more!

All dates rain or shine and subject to change. Please call sponsoring organization to confirm. Please wear apropriate clothing and footwear for weather and event.
Unless noted, bring your own food and drink. Programs are free unless otherwise noted. See you on the river!

Events sponsored by NepRWA, Arnold Arboretum, Blue Hills Trailside Museum, Boston Natural Areas Network, Friends of the Blue Hills, Metropolitan District Commission, Moose
Hill Wildlife Sanctuary, Norwood Recreation Department, Norwood Sportsmen’s Association, Sharon Friends of Conservation, Westwood Recreation Department

PRE = preregistration required
NOVICE = beginner
INTER = intermediate

April 12 Migratory Bird Walk

Boston Natural Areas Network

An expert birder will lead the group. Bring
binoculars if you own them and dress for
walking through the muddy marshes of
the Neponset Estuary. Saturday, 10:00
AM. PRE to 617-542-7696

April 13 Neponset Reservoir Canoe Trip.
Sharon Friends of Conservation
Lunch, easy launch, mini-beach.
Sunday, 11 AM, PRE to Mike at
msherman@peregrinegroup.com,
781-784-9558

April 15 What'’s Fish Got to ith it?

NepRWA, Norwood Sportsmen’s Assoc.

A presentation by NepRWA on the history
of development within the Neponset River
Valley and the restoration of the Neponset
River focusing on current efforts to return
anadromous fish runs to the Neponset.
Tuesday, 7:00 PM, Norwood Sportsmen’s
Assoc., 550 Nichols Street, Norwood

April 19 Annual Blue Hills Clean-Up
Friends of the Blue Hills

Saturday, 9 AM — 2 PM. Meet at the
Houghton’s Pond main parking lot on
Hillside Street, Milton. 781-828-1805

April 24 Sediments along the Neponset

April 26 Rain Barrel Pickup Event

Pick up your New England Rain Barrels
and some information about how you can
improve your lawn care this summer.
Saturday, 9 AM - 12 PM, NepRWA Office

April 26 South Norwood Fishing Derby
Norwood Recreation Department
Registration fee $3 -8 AM to 11 AM.
Includes hotdog and soda. Ages up to 15
years. 15 and over to fish on Sunday. An
adult must accompany children under 10.
781-762-0466

May 3 Paul’s Bridge Paddle

Boston Natural Areas Network

Paul’s Bridge is a great paddle for beginner
canoeists to learn techniques while explor-
ing the Neponset River. Saturday, 10 AM,
Start Paul’s Bridge, Milton, NOVICE, PRE
10 617-542-7696

May 3 Bird Walk for Beginners

Blue Hills Trailside Museum

Enjoy a casual walk through Fowl Meadow
as you familiarize yourself with the diver-
sity of our local birds. Saturday, 7 AM —
10 AM (also occurring at same times on
Sunday, May 4), PRE to 617-333-0690

May 10 Lower Neponset Canoe Trip

NepRWA

See first hand the area where NepRWA
hopes to restore fish habitat. Trip inlcu-
des 1/4 mile portage. Trip Leaders: lan
Cooke, Tom Palmer. Saturday, 10 AM,
Start Paul’s Bridge Milton — End Lower

May 11 Mother’s Day Maze

Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary

Celebrate Mother’s Day in a whole new
way! Learn about mothers in nature while
enjoying a hike with your family. Start
your journey at the Nature Center and
then let our special “trail coin” direct you
along the way-heads means go left, tails
means stay the course. At the designated
trail intersections find an interesting tidbit
about mothers in nature. A Mass Audu-
bon gift will be waiting for each family.
Sunday, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Moose

Hill Wildlife Sanctuary, Sharon, PRE to
781-784-5691

May 17 Bike the Gardens of Blue Hill Avenue
Boston Natural Areas Network

Visit six beautiful and bountiful commu-
nity gardens along Blue Hill Ave from
Mattapan to Roxbury. Each garden has its
own special features and personality. Sat-
urday,10:00 AM. Meet at City Natives
Nursery, Edgewater Drive, Mattapan.

May 28 Water Quality Sampling

Citizen Water Monitoring Network: Mark
your Calendars!

May 31 Westwood Fishing Derby
Westwood Recreation Department

Youth: ages 15 and under, Free. Adults:
ages 16 +, $10. Saturday, 7 AM, Buckmas-
ter Pond, Westwood. 781-461-0070

June 14 Non-native Plants: the Good,
the Bad, and the Ugly

N
ny

June 20 onset Estuary Canoe Trip

NepRWA, Friends of the Neponset Estuary
Friday, 5 PM. Start Milton Landing — End
Squantum Point, NOVICE, INTER, PRE

June 21 Summer Solstice Sunset Ride
Boston Natural Areas Network

Enjoy the sunset with other cyclists on
the longest day of the year. Meet at
Castle Island and tour Boston Harbor,
Dorchester Bay waterfront and nearby
green spaces. This ride will include some
hills and helmets are required.

Saturday, 7:00 PM, Castle Island, South
Boston. 617-542-7696

June 28  Art & Nature on the River

Boston Natural Areas Network

In this kick-off to the Neponset River
Greenway Festival, participants can enjoy
canoe trips, kid’s crafts, folk music, “A
Taste of Dorchester”, Greenway tours, kite
flying, and pony rides to name just a few.
Saturday, 11:00 AM — 3:00 PM, Pope John
Paul Il Park, Gallivan Blvd., Dorchester.
617-542-7696

July5  Second Annual Blueberry Sweep
Friends of the Blue Hills

Enjoy some of nature’s candy on a hike
with naturalist Tom Palmer to some of the
Blue Hills wild blueberry reserves. Bring
coffee cans and an appetite. Saturday, 10
AM, meet at the visitor’s parking lot at the
Hillside St. police station. 781-828-1805

July 23 Water Quality Sampling

—don’t forget to mention the NepRWA discount!

Save water...Save money...Enjoy your garden!

The Neponset River Watershed Association (NepRWA) is working with the New England Rain Barrel Company
For product details, check out www.nerainbarrel.com. To order, email sales@nerainbarrel.com or call 978-927-0711

April 11,2003 and you can pickup your rain barrel and attend an ecological lawn care information session on

to offer watershed residents a $14 discount off their rain barrel for a special price of $60. Place your order by
Saturday, April 26 from 9 AM to 12 PM at the NepRWA office.
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Neponset River Watershed Association
NepRWA is a nonprofit conservation group founded in 1967
to protect and restore the Neponset River, its tributaries and
their watershed lands. News from the Neponset is published

six times a year. Printing by Blue Hill Press, Canton

490 Chapman street, Suite One B, Canton, MA 02021
p 781-575-0354, f 781-575-9971
staff@neponset.org, www.neponset.org
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NepRWA Mills, INTER, PRE to 781-575-0354 FBH, Arnold Arboretum
MA Riverways Program and the US Geo- A tour through the Fowl Meadow. Learn
logical Survey will present scientific data May 10 Fishing Derby about the history of non-native plants in

Citizen Water Monitoring Network: Mark
your Calendars!
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looking at sediments along the Lower Norwood Sportsmen’s Association the region and witness the link between Questions? Call NepRWA at 781-575-0354.
Neponset River from Pauls Bridge in Registration from 8 to 9 AM, fee $2. human disturbance and the presence of
Milton to the Baker Dam in Lower Mills. Includes lunch. Ages 1-15. Must provide invasive plants. Hear about the effects of
Thursday, 7 PM, Hyde Park Municipal personal fishing equipment. Worms only. non-native plants on wetlands and efforts
Building, 1179 River Street, Hyde Park. Saturday, 9 AM to 11 AM, 550 Nichols to remediate habitats. Saturday,10 AM -1
Street, Norwood. 781-769-6700 PM, Fee: $22, PRE to 781-828-1805
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Saturday, May 31 — Blue Hills Biobli i : : :
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aturday, May ue Hills Bioblitz : :
Sponsored by: NepRWA/781-575-0354, Friends of the Blue Hills/781-828-1805, MDC/617-727-4573 5 m g % g
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8 AM - 11 AM 10AM - 12 PM 11AM-1PM 1PM-3PM g“'g Z ;S‘
Beginner Bird Walk through Fowl Meadow Pitcher Plants and Witches’-brooms: A Bog Hilltop Hopping Herp Tour e SF § §

A 3-mile beginner’s bird walk. Learn to Ecology Walk

Explore the varying upland habitats within ~ Tour the vernal pools around Houghton’s

bird by listening for and identifying late
migrant and nesting species in the best
birding area in the Blue Hills. Bring binoc-
ulars and bird book. Meet at Paul’s Bridge,
Milton.

9:30 AM - 11 AM

Southern Fowl Meadow Tour.

Tour this rarely visited area of the Fow!
Meadow. Witness the link between human
disturbances and the presence of invasive
plant species. Dress appropriately and
bring a snack and water. Meet near the
commuter rail access at the end of Green
Lodge St. in Canton.

The Ponkapoag Bog is a biological trea-
sure—the home of pitcher plants and
sundews, cotton grass and water willow,
sphagnum moss and “witches’-brooms.”
Walk through the bog from dry land to
floating edge on a boardwalk and learn
about the unique ecology that provides
a habitat for such unusual plants. There
are no guarantees of totally dry walking.
Space is limited; please call 781-828-1805
to reserve a spot. Meet at Ponkapoag exit
off of Rt. 128.

the Blue Hills. Witness the landscape
change around you as you make your way
up Houghton Hill and hop over to Wol-
cott Hill. This walk will include some steep
trails. Meet at Houghtons Pond main
parking lot on Hillside St. in Milton.

12PM -3 PM

Aquatic Plant tour of Ponkapoag Pond

Join us in canoes as we tour the Ponka-
poag Pond and its various aquatic plants.
Meet at Fisherman’s beach, Randolph.
Space is limited, call 781-828-1805 to
reserve a spot.

Pond. Trip will involve some bushwhack-
ing. Wear sturdy boots, pants and long
sleeve shirts. Meet at Houghtons Pond
main parking lot on Hillside St. in Milton.

1PM-3PM

Kids Bioblitz Bonanza

Are you fascinated by nature? Want to
learn more about the plants and animals
that call the Blue Hills home? Join an
MDC Ranger for this scientific exploration
and put your Junior Naturalist skills to the
test. For kids ages 6-12. Meet at Hough-
tons Pond main parking lot on Hillside St.
in Milton.
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